


Che Sunday School Cines 


Entered as second-class matter July 16, 1879, at the post ofies at Philadelphia, Pa., under 


Copyright, 1951, by The Sunday School Times Co. 
Entered as second-class matter at the post office, Ottawa, Canada. 


Act of March 3, 1879. 








Published weekly by The Sunday School 


Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa., U.S.A. 


Philadelphia, January 13, 1951 


Volume Ninety-three, No. 2 


$3.00 a year, in clubs, $2.50 
See page 43 





Lesson for January 28 





in this issue 


Lesson 4.—The Great Teacher. 
Mark 3:13 to 4:34. 


Mr. D. T. Richman Retires 26 
Notes on Open Letters: 
The Immaculate Conception 26 
A Scientific Attitude Toward the Bible. 
II. By H. K. Bentley 27 


A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


By Ernest Gordon 28 
International Uniform Lesson e 31-37 
With the New Books 39 
C.E. Topic—Christ Calls! By John W 

Lane, J! 41 
For Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads 

worth, D.D 42 


ww 
4 


“In Him Will | Trust’ 


By Margaret S. Fellows 
Psalm 91:2 


HE way is dark... 
What lies ahead 

I do not know ... 

But Thou, my God, 

Who lovest so, 

Wilt comfort give 

And refuge from the foe, 

Within Thine arms... 


There I shall rest 

From toil and strife, 

Upon Thy breast, 

And childlike, trust in Thee 
To shield from harm... 


What if this frame 
Disintegrate 

And helpless be? 

Within Thy Word 

Are bulwarks firm 

To undergird, 

With promise of the Home 
Prepared by Thee! 


There, ever strong, 

From care set free, 

I'll work and serve 

Through peaceful, endless days! 
Wondrous reality ! 


The Christian's Voyage 

When anyone enters the Christian 
life through the new birth, it is as 
though he were embarking on a voyage 
toward Heaven. He may have to pass 
through many storms, and the waves of 


temptation and trial will buffet him; 
but in the end it can be said of all be- 
lievers, as it was of Paul and his com- 
panions at the time of the shipwreck, 
“And so it came to pass, that they es- 
caped all safe to land” (Acts 27:44). 
On a recent page of the French calendar, 
Méditations Quotidiennes, which has a 
text and meditation for each day, there 
was the following outline of 
the Christian's 


unusual 

voyage: 

Travelers, make sure of your places 
on board, for there is only one vessel 
that reach that beautiful 
land. 


will ever 

Name of the ship: Ship of the Gospel 
(Rom, 1:16). 

Embarkation port: City of destruction 
(2 Pet, 3:10). 

End of the voyage: Immanuel’s land 
(Heb. 11:16). 

Time of departure: Today (Heb. 3:7, 8). 
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Fare: Without money and without 
price (Isa, 55:1), 


Captain’s name: Jesus Christ (Heb. 
2:10). 

Crew: Workers together (2 Cor. 6:1). 

Passengers: Sinners saved by grace 
(Rom, 5:1, 2). 

Sea to be crossed: Time (Rev. 6:10). 


Lighthouse: The Holy Scriptures (Psa, 
119: 105). 


Compass: The Truth (John 8:32). 
Sails: Faith and love (2 Thess, 1:3), 
Wind: The Holy Spirit (John 6:63), 
Provisions: Grace (Isa, 55:2), 

Anchor: Hope (Heb. 6:19). 

All are invited—‘Him that cometh 
to me I will in no wise cast out” 
(John 6:37). 

Have you taken your place on the 
Gospel ship, on the way to Glory? 
If not, why not? 
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A Wheel-Chair Evangelist in Louisiana 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


HAVE found a man after Paul's 
I heart with a thorn in the flesh and 

an indefatigable urge to give the 
Gospel to all the regions, both beyond 
and within range. He is a wheel-chair 
evangelist to the French of Louisiana 
and, in addition, to all others, white and 
colored, whom he meets in his busy min- 
istry. 

Elmer H. Gillespie was crippled when 
in high school in Philadelphia by that 
foe of the young, poliomyelitis. It threw 
him on his back for a long time, but 
it also brought him to Christ. In sub- 
sequent years he was trained in the 
Moody Bible Institute, the University of 
Pennsylvania, and in Eastern Baptist 
Seminary. 

For years he 


was interested in the 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Dearly beloved, avenge not 
yourselves, but rather give place 
unto wrath: for it is written, Ven- 
geance is mine; I will repay, saith 
the Lord” (Rom. 12:19). 




















French, their language, grammar, litera- 
ture, and history; in fact, majored in this 
subject in the university. It was natural, 
then, that he should have felt himself 
called and commissioned to work among 
a needy, French-speaking people, the 
Acadians of Louisiana. During four 
years he evangelized and visited in the 
French quarter of New Orleans. Now 
in Lafayette, La. (his address is 800 
Mudd Ave.), in company with Evange- 
list Bordelon, who has a real burden 
for his people, he is holding a weekly 
meeting in French and teaching in the 
French Bible Institute at Church Point. 

But he is active in other fields, such 
as teaching and evangelizing the white 
Boy Scouts in the Evangeline Area camp, 
gathered from nine parishes or counties, 
a thousand strong, coming and going in 
the summertime; also in a colored Boy 
Scout camp with eight troops. He evan- 
gelizes the one hundred inmates of the 
State Industrial School for Colored Boys 
at Scotlandville, north of Baton Rouge. 
The State School for Colored Blind is 
also on his route, with its fifty inmates. 
He carries on a great work among school 
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children, among vet>rns’ trade schools, 
and among colored teachers. 

“Each Lord’s Day,” he writes, “sees me 
in the Parish Jail, where I usually hold 
two Bible classes, one for whites, the 
other for colored. I also have charge of 
the services in our City Jail. Some 
months ago, I paid a short visit to the 
penitentiary at Angola, about 150 miles 
away. Besides distributing a quantity 
of Christian literature, I witnessed and 
preached the Word to about 500 of the 
2,600 inmates, in five meetings. I hope 
to return soon to reach others, housed 
in widely separated field camps.” 

Further: “We are glad to report that 
we have now six or seven periods 
monthly on the air, in two local stations, 
alternating in French and English, speak- 
ing and singing. During each program 
I try to stimulate interest in what the 
Bible really teaches, urging folks to read 
and study it for themselves.” 

Schools, jails, radio—a_ splendid, 
threefold opportunity. Now as to his 
problems. 

“Some of you, kind fellow laborers in 
the Gospel, contributed toward the pur- 
chase, two and a half years ago, of our 
International station wagon, without 
which I could not have gone very far 
in my Gospel ministry. In this good 
old car, with its ample space for my 
folding wheel chair and the cases of 
literature for free distribution, I have 
traveled 29,000 miles since July, 1947. 

“My regular Sunday visits at the 
County Jail have lengthened out from 
one hour at first to three hours at the 
present time. This is in order to reach 
both colored and white, in French and 
English, and both literate and illiterate, 
which means separate classes as I pre- 
sent the claims of Christ, urging a work- 
ing knowledge of the Bible, and trying 
to encourage reading. For the reading, 
I am using ‘The Pocket Book of Basic 
English’ and ‘The New Testament in 
Basic English,’ and have been studying 
Dr. Laubach’s methods. Only lack of 
funds has hindered my laying in an 
adequate supply of other tools of instruc- 
tion for these poor men, without excep- 
tion all Catholics, with not even a rudi- 
mentary knowledge of Christ’s salvation 
or of the English alphabet. 

“The jail work has opened up many 
vistas of opportunity among the men 
and their families, for relatives often 
visit the jail on Sundays and my Gos- 
pel classes are practically doubled. 
Wherever I go a welcome is given me, 
out of curiosity perhaps, but also, I am 
persuaded, because of real spiritual and 
mental hunger. Principals of Lafayette 
public schools have given me approxi- 
mately 800 discarded elementary text- 
books to distribute to underprivileged 
persons. Of Testaments and portions I 
have distributed 3,516; of tracts in French 
and English, 7,674; and much more of 
other literature. 

“Here are a few typical missionary jour- 
neys. On a week-end trip to a clurch- 
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less community in the lumber region 


ncrthwest of us, I took along plenty of 
literature and a big box of used clothing 
from the North, which was gratefully 
received by the farm family with whom 
I stayed. On the Sunday morning we 
met in another farmhouse, and I brought 
a practical message from Philippians. 
Another trip took me along a twelve- 
mile stretch of the levee on the Atchafa- 
laya Basin, where’ French-speaking 
squatter-families live in little houses in 
the space between the levee and the 
river.” 

But back to the problems! With over 
88,000 miles on its speedometer, “the 
engine and many other mechanical parts 
of the station wagon have been needing 
attention. Much has been done without 
charge by a Presbyterian garage owner. 
Without this generous help I fear it 
would have ceased to run many months 
ago. The wooden body is disintegrating 
in places and there are continuing needs, 
as for paying the driver and buying 
gasoline, oil, and tires. Clifton Andrus, 
my colored driver, is faithful, strong, 
and willing. Last winter he and I were 
precipitated into a small business in 
which there is so far little competiticn, 
that of providing fertilizer and mulch 
for our neighbors. In this way we prac- 








Mr. D. T. Richman Retires 


After thirty-three years of service in 
The Sunday School Times Company, and 
a much longer time in Christian work, 
Mr. D. Tf. Richman has retired as Sec- 
retary and Treasurer and a Director. 
Now 85 years old, he remembers the 
days when Dr. A. T. Pierson taught a 
large class for Sunday school teachers 
in Philadelphia, and he has served for 
many years as a Presbyterian elder and 
Sunday school superintendent. He has 
always taken an active part in the Pres- 
byterian Sunday School Superintendents 
Association in Philadelphia: he is Treas- 
urer of the Million Testaments Cam- 
paigns and the Belgian Gospel Mission; 
and has acted as counselor for other 
forms of Christian work, 

Mr. Herbert A. Fryling, who has been 
with Tue Sunpay Scuoot Trmes since 
July, 1926, and who was Mr. Richman’s 
assistant, has been appo'nted as Treasurer, 
Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, who has been Exec- 
utive Vice-President for several years, 
is now also the Secretary of the Com- 
pany. 

Fcr Mr. Richraan, the promises of the 
9ist Psalm have been fulfilled in a re- 
markable way. With the Psalmist he 
could say of the Lord, “He is my refuge 
and my fortress: my God; in him will I 
trust”; and he has been a living testi- 
mony to the concluding promises: “He 
shall call upon me, and I will answer 
him: I will be with him in trouble; I 
will deliver him, and honour him, With 
long life will I satisfy him, and shew 
him my salvation.” 
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tically paid our own way for a month 
during the height of the spring planting. 
Sometimes~I went along on deliveries 
and found unusual opportunities for 
witness and tract distribution. Our lit- 
tle business has often saved the day for 
us, paying Clifton’s wages, or even buy- 
ing groceries. But in order to go into 
it in a truly profit-making manner we 
would need a good, used, pick-up truck. 
Then while Clifton was taking care of 
that side of things, making several de- 
liveries in the time it now takes for one, 
I could be teaching Bible classes in the 
jail, or visiting in the many Negro homes 
of Lafayette.” 

Are these problems insoluble? 

Mr, Gillespie closes his circular letter 
with: “Please excuse » mimeographed 
signature. I am trying to conserve the 
waning strength of my only ‘good’ hand.” 

One thinks of the close of a Pauline 
letter. “As we have therefore oppor- 
tunity, let us do good unto all men. ,. 
Ye see with what large letters [ hav 
written unto you with mine own hand” 
(Gal. 6:10, 11) —an allusion some think 
to deficient eyesight, which obliged him 
so to write. Paul’s thorn! 

Are not the crippling marks of polio 
enough of a handicap without having to 
be crippled in his ministry by lack of 
gasoline and auto repairs? 

“Let us do gcod unto all men,” con- 
tinues Paul in this passage, “especially 
unto them who are of the household of 
faith.” 

we 


Notes on Open Letters 





The Immaculate Conception 


One of our guests handed me the 
Octo*er 7, 1950, copy of THE SuNDAY 
ScHoot TrmMes and asked me to read 
the article on “The New Dogma of 
the Roman Catholic Church.” As we 
read and discussed this dogma, we 
came upon the words, “Immaculate 
Conception of Mary.” One of our staff 
members does not fully understand 
what is meant by that expression. She 
thinks that Mary corceived Jesus with- 
out the human touch. I tried to ex- 
plain to her that by “Immaculate Con- 
ception of Mary” the Catholics mean 
that Mary was conceived without sin. 
Please answer this fully and plainly 
in your column on “Nctes on Open 
Letters.”-—A Pennsylvania reader. 


The Encyclopedia Britannica declares 
that “this dogma of the Roman Catholic 
Church was defined as ‘of faith’ by Pope 
Pius IX in the Bull Ineffabilis Deus 
(Dec. 8, 1854) in the following terms: 
‘The doctrine which holds that the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, from the first in- 
stant of her conception, was, by a most 
singular grace and privilege of Almighty 
God, in view of the merits of Jesus 
Christ, the Redeemer of the human race, 
preserved from all stain of original sin, 
is a doctrine revealed by God, and there- 
fore to be firmly and steadfastly believed 
by all of the faithful.’ The definition 

(Continued cn page 14) 
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ll. A Scientific Attitude Toward the Bible 


The bulwark of fulfilled prophecy 





Following Up Evidence.—There are 

many people who claim to have dis- 
covered new life and new powers, a new 
nature and a glorious new relationship 
with God, as they have thoughtfully and 
prayerfully read the Bible, with that due 
submission to its dictates and counsels 
which is, after all, truly scientific. Help- 
less drunkards, slaves of impure pas- 
sions, inveterate thieves have been com- 
pletely transformed by a power that 
they admit was not their own, but which 
came into them by the wonderful grace 
of God. Many true stories could be 
brought as evidence of the fact that God 
exists and is a glorious Being full of 
tender love, and that He works through 
the Bible for the great blessing of those 
who read it aright. What then is to 
be said of those who, seeing this evi- 
dence, refuse to investigate its causes, 
if not that they are deliberately adopt- 
ing an _ utterly unscientific attitude 
toward both the and the Book 
that produced them? 


T' IS Unscientific To Refrain From 


causes 


The Weight of Warnings Fulfilled 

Then, too, it is undeniable that many 
prognostications written in Holy Scrip- 
ture have, in a most amazing way, been 
fulfilled in remarkable detail. We can- 
not now closely examine that remark- 
able chapter, Deuteronomy 28, but it is 
wonderful to note how many of the 
urgent warnings contained in it, and 
written 3,300 years ago, have, alas, been 
fulfilled in the sad experience of the dis- 
obedient people. A cultured young Jew 
once said to a friend of the present 
writer: “All day long I long for the 
night to come that I may escape from 
the taunts of those who are against me 
because I am a Jew. But when night 
comes, every noise frightens me, and I 
long for the day, so that I may at least 
see what is happening.” Did he know 
that he was fulfilling verse 67 of that 
chapter? “In the morning thou shalt 
say, Would God it were even! and at 
even thou shalt say, Would God it were 
morning! for the fear of thine heart 
wherewith thou shalt fear, and for the 
sight of thine eyes which thou shalt see.” 
This, let it be noted, was said to the 
Chosen People—a warning of what 
would happen if they became disobe- 
dient. 

What shall we say, too, concerning the 
remarkable fulfillment of prophecy re- 
lating to the destruction of Tyre, as fore- 
told in Ezekiel 29? Some years after 
the utterance of the prophecy, Nebu- 
chadnezzar destroyed the city, after a 
siege that lasted thirteen years. The 
Tyrians, however, had transferred the 
bulk of their treasure to an island in 


Critics of the Bible prefer to avoid 
certain strong evidence of its truth, 
and they will accept any theory, 
however wild it may be, rather than 
the simple fact that it is God’s reve- 
lation to man. In this second install- 
ment of his brief series on the Bible, 
Mr. Bentley touches on fulfilled 
prophecy and some weaknesses of 
the evolutionary theory, and begins 
his argument that “the Bible is sci- 
entifically true.” Mr. Bentley is 
editor of the Fundamentalist and 
general secretary of the British Bible 
Union, whose motto is, “Christ is in- 
fallible and the Bible true.” 








their possession half a mile off the main- 


land. After Nebuchadnezzar had de- 
parted, they rebuilt their city on the 
island. Some 250 years later, Alexander 


the Great came and besieged the city 
He took it by means of a causeway that 
he caused to be built from the main- 
land and along which he marched his 
army. To do this, his engineers had to 
find and use a great amount of material. 
In went the old ruins left by the Tyr- 
ians, dumped into the water, and, to get 
sufficient earth, the Greeks dug down 
even to bedrock in some parts. Thus 
the 275-year-old prophecy of Ezekiel was 
fulfilled, “They shall lay thy stones and 
thy timber and thy dust in the midst 
of the water. . . I will also scrape 
her dust from her, and make her like 
the top of a rock ., .” (Ezek, 26:12, 4). 
Many more such cases of prophetic writ- 
ings being amazingly fulfilled could be 
cited. It has been pointed out that no 
fewer than twenty-five prophecies con- 
cerning our Lord were fulfilled on the 
day of the Crucifixion itself. 

Here then is an undeniable fact: some- 
how, good men, and not charlatans, some 
even paying dearly for their words, and 
none anticipating any gain for their pre- 
dictions, were able to foretell, authori- 
tatively and correctly, those things that 
were to happen, and which did happen, 
and they attributed this ability to the 
leading and inspiration of God. We 
showed just now that it is unscientific 
to refuse to follow up evidence. Then 
let our scientifically minded objectors 
trace this evidence to its source, and. 
submitting in a scientific manner to the 
well-known laws governing Bible study, 
go on with their search until they find 
HIM who is the real Author of the Book. 

It Is Unscientific To Prefer and Cling 
to a False Theory.—One great theory that 
has caused many to turn from the Bible 
is that of the organic evolution of 
species. The theory now “has few fol- 


By H. K. BENTLEY 


lowers among trained investigators, but 
it still has a popular vogue that is wide- 
spread and vociferous” (Prof. Hunt Mor- 
gan, quoted by Dr. W. Bell Dawson, 
F.R.S.C., in “The Bible Confirmed by 
Science”). Not only so, but Mr. R. 
Etheridge, Fossilologist to the British 
Geological Survey, and Assistant 
Curator at the Kensington Museum, is 
reported to have said: “In all this great 
Museum there is not a particle of evi- 
dence of the transmutation of species. 
Nine-tenths of the talk of evolutionists 
is sheer nonsense, not founded on ob- 
servation, and wholly unsupported by 
facts. This Museum is full of proofs of 
the utter falsity of their views” (Quoted 
by Dr. H. C. Morton, in “The Bankruptcy 
of Evolution”). 

Then, as we have 
Sir Wm. Bateson of 


also 


said elsewhere,! 
Cambridge, the 


greatest biologist of the Anglo-Saxon 
world, and Prof, Rudolf Virchow of Ber- 
lin, that “colossus” of scientific knowl- 


with his “immense learning,” beth 
believing in evolution, but 
turned away from it in their maturer 
years. These men were consistent in 
their application of scientific principles 
of investigation. But what shall be said 
of the men of today who, having been 
brought by a scientific theory to a cer- 
tain position, have clung to the theory 
and refused to follow further light which 
proved that theory to be erroneous? 
Their science has simply given way to 
prejudice. We are, however, not alto- 
gether surprised, for the natural ten- 
dency of man is to try to get away from 
God. This is seen, right from Genesis 
3:8, where Adam and Eve, having sinned, 
tried to hide themselves from Him, down 
to Revelation 6:15, 16. where everyone 
seeks to be hidden from the face of God, 
and His wrath. 


Why Some Men Hate God 


During the war we saw and purchased 


edge, 
began by 


a book whose terrible title at first 
shocked us, until we glanced into its 
pages, “God, the Eternal Torment of 
Man.” Actually, it was a translation of 


the broadcasts of a French radio 
preacher who sought, first of all, to get 
his hearers to realize and acknowledge 
that they hated the thought of God. He 
then proceeded, quite commendably, to 
show that this hatred was because of 
sin, and if they could get rid of sin— 
and they could, through Christ — they 
would love God. How true this is! 
Thus it is that so long as science seems 
to prove the Bible to be untrue, and God 
non-existent, its eager devotees follow 
(Continued on page 37) 


!**Millions of Monkeys,” British Bible Union 
pamphlet. 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





“HOUSE of Kindness” came out 
A of forest prayer meetings in a 

Cameroon mission. A group of 
Christians were praying for spiritual 
guidance and for the church’s prosperity, 
and after study of the Beatitudes con- 
ceived the idea of putting the admoni- 
tion “Blessed are the merciful” into con- 
crete expression, 

The men went to the forest, cut down 
the trees, and made the framework for 
the house. Then they made mats for 
the roof while the women plastered the 
walls with mud. Soon the house was 
finished and filled with food. 

Patients going to the Mission Hospital 
for treatment and surgery stopped here, 
hungry and tired, dreading the morrow, 
for they still had a day’s journey on 
foot ahead of them. In the House of 
Kindness they found rest, food, and 
Christian friendship, and in the morn- 
ing would start on the last lap of their 
journey with new courage. To many 
this was their first experience of help 
from strangers. 

Such quentities of food poured in that 
all could not be uscd, so a second House 
of Kindness was started by this same 
group, fourteen kilometers away. Every 
Saturday a committee from the vil’*ge 
visits the patients in the wards and then 
distributes the food equally among the 
needy. Tcday three villages have joined 
the first in this service. 

One of the women, when asked if it 
were not a burden to share food in this 
way, in view of the difficu'tv they had 
in feeding their own, replied: “Why, 
we bring it with a song on our lins and 
heppicess in our hearts! We are blessed, 
even as Christ has promised. No! it 
has never been a burden.” 

“Then she gave me two eggs, a gift 


from the House of Kindness.” 


The National Wool-Grower printed the 
observations of a Spanish Nevada shep- 
herd, who had long tended sheep in 
Palestine. They explain phrases in the 
Shepherd Psalm in novel ways. Thus, 
“Thou preparest a table before me in 
the presence of mine enemies” refers, 
according to this Basque shepherd, to 
clearing the ground of poisonous plants 
which would endanger the sheep. These 
he grubs out with a mattock and lays on 
a rock to wither and to be afterward 


burned. Then the sheep are led into 
the cleansed area to feed. As to “still 
waters,” “every shepherd knows that 


sheep will not drink gurgling water, or 
from fast flowing streams.” 

“Thou anointest my head with oil; my 
cup runneth over.” At every sheepfold 


there is a big earthen bow! of clive oil 
and a large stone jar of water. 


As the 


sheep come in for the night, they are 
examined for briars in the ears, 
scratches, or weeping of the eyes. 
Wounds are cleansed and oil used to 
anoint them, 

“A large cup is dipped into the jar of 
water, kept cool by evapora‘ion in the 
unglazed pottery, and is brought out. 
The sheep will sink its nose into the 
water clear to his eyes, if fevered, and 
drink until fully refreshed.” 

Shepherds are again watching their 
flocks in Israel. Hungary has recently 
placed an order with Israel for $30,000 
worth of wool yarn for knitting. 


From dependab!e sources come accounts 
of great spiritual happenings in Formosa 
Herdon Harris, Regular Baptist pastor, 
tells of great meetings among the Na- 
tionalist Chinese troops, on the parade 
grounds. and with the co-operaticn of 
General Yuan, a recent convert to Christ, 
and the commanding Gereral Chong. 
Mr. Harris preached sin, _ salvation 
through Christ, and the importance of 
making immediate decisions: and when 
he asked those who repented willingly 
and wished tc receive Christ to raise 
their hands, a forest of hares shot up 
“Then I fell on my knees, and told those 
who were willing to accept Christ to get 
on their knees, tco, and pray for God’s 
fergiveness in Christ. 

“Seven thousand men knelt and 
prayed aloud, confessing their sins and 
committing themselves to God. Nearly 
the entire division now need New Tes- 
taments and instruction.” 

The New York Times of September 24 
tells of similar revival meetin’s in the 


great open-air theater in Taipei, For- 
mcsa, with thousands in attendance. 
This movement is led by an arsenal 


engineer who abides in his calling and 
is a very effective lay preacher. He 
leads this purely Chinese movement, 
which has laymen at the head of it, and 
which has no salaried help. The four 
elders are Chang Wu-chien, a teacher: 
Sung Feng Lo, a judge: Chang Yeulan, 
a professor of chemistry: and Liao Shiao- 
leong, a physician. These train lay 
preachers in Bible discussion groups. 
The cities flame with green and white 
Bible posters. 

These Chinese revival meetings start 
with a parade of believers, wearing 
white robes on which Bible texts have 
been painted in red and black charac- 
ters. Young workers, many soldiers in 
the Nationalist Army, move about in 
the huge audience, distributing hymn 
sheets and literature. 

This Chinese movement harks back 
forty-six vears to a certain Christian 
‘tudent in Frochow named Watchman 


By ERNEST GORDON 


Nee, whose preaching was followed by 
the establishment of scores of congre- 
gations in East China. When the Com- 
munists overran the mainland, five hun- 
dred of Watchman’s followers fled to 
Formosa, with the results outlined above. 
See Acts 8:1. 


The Iran Interior Mission is the out- 
growth of a work that was first known 
as the Faraman Industrial Schocl and Or- 
phanage for Homeless Children of West 
ern Iran (Persia). It was founded neai 
Kermanshah, Iran, in 1923, by the Rev 
F. M. Stead, who had already served 
many years in Iran, winning souls fon 


Christ. With his cwn funds he pur- 
chased a large tract of land and built 
the orphanage compound for housing 


workers and orphans. Through the 
years, no orphan has been turned away 
because of lack of food or shelter, and 
the Lord has supplied every need. The 
work has always been on a faith basis 
and has been interdenominational in 
character. Over fifty orphans are beinyv 
cared for at the present time. They 
range from a few months to about nine- 
teen years cf age. 

In 1947 Mr. Stead died. The work ha: 
been carried on in the last three years 
by his wife, long a medical missionary 
in India before she married Mr. Stead 
The testimony centering in the orphan- 
age is now expanding into an evange- 
listic mission to the country people of 
Persia whe constitute 80 per cent of the 
population. To the staff have been adde 
Mr. and Mrs. C, P. Heydenturk and VW" 
and Mrs. A. W. McAnlis. Mr. McAnlis 
son of a medical missionary in th 
Philippines, was stationed in Iran durin; 
the war, and saw the Faraman Orphan 
age. Since his discharge from the army 
he has attended the California College 
of Agriculture and the Bible Institute 
of Lops Angeles in preparation for a min- 
istry in Persia. 


The American Scripture Gift Mission 
is sending out five thousand copies of 
Luke's Gospel to doctors’ and dentists’ 
offices in the country, with a letter. This 
reads in part: As patients spend some 
time in your waiting room, they have 
opportunity to do casual reading. We 
have been impressed with the Bible So- 
ciety’s new illustrated copy of the Gos- 
pel of St. Luke, the “beloved physician.” 
Some patients may take time to read 
part of Dr, Lu'e’s record concerning the 
Great Physician “who went about doing 
good.” 

This is a very attractive new edition. 
magazine size, with “bleed” photos on 
every page, which ought to interest peo- 
ple of all classes, not the least so youn 
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people of high school and college age. 
Quite a new thing in Bible publication! 

From the British Weekly comes this 
statement, reported, perhaps, with some 
reserve. Revival has broken out in the 
Western Highlands. All the manifesta- 
tions revealed in 1859, and later in Wales, 
have been the transforming 
of churches overnight: meetings con- 
ducted from 7 p.m, to 5 a.m.; churches 
crowded; people under tremendous con- 
viction. When they come out of these 
experiences they are soundly converted. 


repeated: 


“IT was fortunate to be able to arrange 
a personal interview with the man God 
reluctant to speak with 
most people about it. One thing is cer- 
tain. God has revealed Himself in all 
the old manifestations long 
silence.” 


is using. He is 


after a 


“The snare is broken, and we are es- 
caped.”—During the past fifteen years 


450 persons have made profession of 
faith in Christ in Walter Passiglia’ 
Presbyterian church in Tampa, Fila. 
These were practically all Roman Cath- 
olics. Ten young pecple have gone out 
from it to full-time Christiar ervice 
among them, Mr. and Mrs. Armando 
Rodriquez, now  attendin Columbia 


Theological Seminary in preparation for 


foreign missionary service: Mr. and Mrs 
Herbert Meza, studying in Richmond to 
enter mission work in China; Mrs. Ida 
Santos in the Asseinbly’s’ Training 
School: Miss Neva Delgado, and Miss 


Galyina Alvarado, at the University of 
Florida; Virgin Pino, just graduated from 
college, and others, 
The pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church in 
land, the Rev, R. K, Mazierski 
mer Catholic chaplain to Polish troops. 
One day he sought to administer dying 
rites to a man who, unconscious of the 
priest’s presence, committed his 
with his dying breath to God in the 
words of our Saviour’s 
The fact that this man needed no inter- 
salva- 


Polish Reformed 
London, Eng- 


was for- 


soul 


dying prayer. 
mediary priest to assure him of 
tion caused a train of thought and Bible- 
which led Mr. Mazierski to 
Rome and throw himself on 
Christ, the 


searching, 
repudiate 
the finished 
ereign grace 
The Rey 
in Manitoba, now Presbyterian pastor, is 
speaking over Canada with great, awak- 
mentions cther Mani- 


work of sov- 
of God. 


Lucien Vinet, former priest 


ened interest He 
toba priests who have left Rome: Bishop 
Frank Wood, Miss Doretta 
Donahue, secretary of the Archbishop of 
Winnipeg and daughte1 
Catholic: Father Paul Dussault, Father 
Louis Lahaie, Father Arthur 
and Father Harold Fry, editor of the 
Catholic paper La Liberte, 

One of the speakers of the Christian 
Business Men in Los Angeles is Mr. 
Jose Morales, a converted Catholic. 
Pcrt au Prince, Haiti, a splendid group 
of thirteen men have sent to the C.B.M. 


married to 


of a prominent 


Plessers, 


Ing 
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a photograph of their “Union of 
Brothers in Christ,” formed for winning 
souls to Christ. They express their 
spiritual solidarity with the Christian 
Business Men’s organization, 


The International Hebrew Christian 
Alliance (4919 N. Albany Ave., Chicago 
25) has spent nearly half a million dol- 
lars in rescue, relief, and rehabilitation 
of destitute Hebrew Christians, both in 
Europe and in Palestine. Many of these 
rescued Hebrew Christians are now at 
work as missionaries, ministers of the 
Gospel, evangelists, teachers, and nurses 
all over the world The Rev. Jacob 
Peltz, secretary, tells of Rabbi Zion, the 
chief rabbi of Bulgaria, now in Palestine, 
who has become an outcast among the 
Jews because of his confession of Christ. 
Rabbi Zion has written a letter to all 
members of the Knesset. the Parliament 
of Israel, advocating recognition by the 
Jews of the Messiahship of Jesus. He 
is further teaching the Jews his con- 
victicn that the return of Christ is im- 


minent The torms of the world are 


ithering thick and fast. The Jews are 
hastening ack to the Holy Land by 
thousands monthly, and many of them 
are looking for Messiah’s speedy ap- 


pearing, 

This famous rabbi has now become 
poverty-stricken as the result of his 
confession of Christ. “I offered to find 
support for him in America. He refused 
a regular salary. He did not want the 
Jews to charge that he had been paid 
to preach Christianity. 3ut he con- 
sented to accept a suit of clothes and 


a gift to help sustain him. He prefers 
wholly to trust God for his support. 
Many Hebrew Christians in Palestine 


are in need. We trust our friends will 
not only pray for them, but will help 
us to relieve their distress, during their 
and lack of em- 


periods of loneliness 


ployment.” 
China’s Millions reports evangelism of 
China, which it 
migration.” For a good 


a new type in calls 


“evangelism by 


many years past, groups of believers 
associated with the “Jesus Family.” orig- 
inally an extreme Pentecostal sect, have 
been establishing Christian settlements 


of “families” in various parts of China, 
where they live a communal life of great 
simplicity. More recently a new agri- 
cultural community has been established 
on the Mongolian border with govern- 
mental financial aid, and on land 
hitherto undeveloped, which has greatly 
impressed the new authorities. One of 
these was heard to remark that “unless 
others accepted the Jesus superstition 
they could hardly expect to achieve such 


good results in communal living.” This 
settlement of a ready-made Christian 
community in an area where previously 
there was no Christian church makes 


possible a wide witness, and creates a 
potential center of evangelism. 
The greatest indigenous movement in 
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China, however, today, is popularly 
known as the “Little Flock” movement, 
which doctrinally is somewhat close to 
Brethrenism, and puts strong emphasis 
on evangelism. Though divisive because 
of its uncompromising denunciation of 
denominational Christianity, it is a spir- 
itual movement, and the churches con- 
nected with it show often superior de- 
votion as compared with many of the 
older churches. The fact that the whole 
movement has always been free fron 
foreign influence and financial support 
is much to its advantage. Little Flock 
churches all over China have a strong 
mutual link, and give the impress’on of 
growing impetus and farsighted spiritual 
leadership. 

One of its main emphases is on mass 
migration for the Gespel’s sake, Grouns 
are carefully selected as to personnel, 
and they contain men and women of 
various trades and professions, so that 
the new community may be a balanced 
one. They build their own simple mud- 
wall houses, and, from the first. live a 
vigorous communal life, and are go\ 
erned by a strict routine which leaves 
ample time for personal devotions and 
nightly group edification § in 
things It little imagination to 
realize the possibilities cf such 
tions if they are undertaken on a wide 
scale and in even needier unevangelized 
fields of China. The problem of employ- 
ment for Christian young people from 
the colleges, who cannot gc alone with 
the prevailing ideology, is acute, Though 
they may not see eye to eye with either 
the Jesus Family or the Liitle Flock 
in all their religious ideas they seem to 


spiritual 
takes 


migra- 


see in their community projects a way 
out of their difficulty and a ch°nce at 
the same time of making a contribution 
to the church's witness in China 


“The Bible and the Dictionary” repre- 
sents a fresh and unfamiliar trail which 
has been explored by the Rev. J. S 
Potter, who reports upon it in the Pres 
byterian Tribune, Noah Webster's great 
work was a monument to his Christian 
faith. Because he knew thot his 
tionary would be widely used by schools 
and colleges, and in homes where Christ 
and the Bible are : 
wherever possible, Scripture quotations 
to illustrate English 


aic- 


revered, he cose 


usage and idion 


In the Webster International of 1934 
there are by actual count 2.025 Bible 
verses and Biblical references. In 
earlier editions the number was even 
greater. Every bock of the Bible is 
represented, besides the Apocrypha. 
Christian ideas are carefully defined 


For example, there are nine separate 
comments on faith, and a long paragraph 
on evangelical, or justifying, or saving 
faith, summed up as “that firm belief 
of God’s testimony and of the truth of 
the Gospel which influences the will, 
and leads to an entire reliance on Christ 
for salvation.” Bible verses quoted are 
Romans 5:1; Hebrews 11:6; 2 Corinthians 
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5:7; Romans 10:10; Galatians 1:23; Ro- 
mans 3:3; 14:22; Deuteronomy 32:20. 
Writing to his daughter in 1835, Web- 
ster declares his faith in the truth of 
the Scriptures and his cheerful commit- 
ment to the Saviour, on whom he rests 
all his hope. Webster’s blue-backed 
Speller was his most popular and widely 
known book. In 1880 Appleton the pub- 
lisher spoke of it as having “the largest 
sale of any book in the world except 
the Bible.” For forty years it was sold 
at a rate of a million copies annualiy. 
But Webster thought of his crowning 
work as a Revision of the Bible into the 
American idiom (now cut of print). He 
spent five years on this enterprise, an- 
ticipating the many “modern English” 
versions of later times. This work is 
all-too-little known and appreciated, 


The Christian Century has been pub- 
lishing an interesting series on outstand- 
ing Ameriean churches. Eight have al- 
ready been dealt with, and certainly 
seven of these are strongly evangelical. 
One wonders if any fruitful and vigor- 
ous churches can be found which are not 
strongly evangelical. 

In the account of the Hollywood Pres- 
byterian Church (September 20), most 
of a page is devoted to the teaching min- 
istry of Miss Henrietta Mears, who has 
built up a small Sunday school into one 
with more than 4,000 enrolled members, 
with 309 officers and teachers. Included 
in this is the College Department, which 
starts with nothing in the academic year 
and closes with 800 in its enrollment. 

“In classroom sessions she _ herself 
directs intensive Bible study, taking the 
students through the Epistles and other 
books of the Bible [to quote the Chris- 
tian Century] in verse-by-verse fashion 
much like that in vogue in the better 
| !] conservative Bible institutes, ‘Never 
insult the intelligence of your students,’ 
says Miss Mears. ‘They are accustcmed 
to hard study in high school and college: 
sive them study just as demanding in 
Sunday school.’ Her method seems to 
work, for her high school and college 
departments .re always crowded, and 
from the church, during this score of 
years, 175 have gone into the ministry 
and to the mission field. 

“Naturally a woman who has accom- 
plished as much as this Director of Re- 
ligious Education is a subject of much 
discussion throughout the churches of 
the area. Is she a fundamentalist? She 
has that reputation in and around Los 
Angeles, and the quarterlies she has 
prepared for use in some classes of the 
Hollywood school bear out that impres- 
sion. Such formal preparation for 
church work as she received came from 
the evangelistic institute of the late Dr. 
W. B. Riley in Minneapolis. But her 


real [!] training for her present posi- 
tion was received in the Minneapolis 
high school, where she served as head 
of the chemistry department and ad- 
viser of seniors, 


(She was the first to 
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introduce the now familiar advisory sys- 
tem in a large American high school.) 

“The fact seems to be that in the 
Hollywood congregation few stop to ask 
whether or not the director of Chris- 
tian education ‘is a fundamentalist. Her 
driving but inspirational personality 
makes the question seem of minor im- 
portance.” 

There is no need for asking the ques- 
tion. In a quotation from the Christian 
Century, which deplores “the tepid qual- 
ity of much that passes for religious edu- 
cation,” the anything but tepid confes- 
sion of faith of this great church worker 
is given. “The Bible is our only fext- 
book. Our teachers are men and women 
who are willing to sign a declaration of 
faith stating their acceptance of Christ 
as Saviour and Lord, the Bible as the 
infallible Word of God, and the deity 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
—that He is very God.” 


The Anglican archbishops have pro- 
tested against the new dogma of the Ro- 
man Church. Why do they not protest 
against the teaching of it in their own 
communion? In the calendar for August 
at St. Olave’s, Mitcham, an Episcopal 
church, there is announced a High Mass 
or Sung Mass each Sunday, and Masses 
daily throughout the week. On August 
15th, in the calendar, the Assumption of 
the Blessed Mary is recorded, and this 
is supplemented by a paragraph on the 
Assumption, stating: “From the earliest 
times it was the belief of the Church 
that the Mother of Jesus, being afforded 
special grace to live without sin during 
her life, as befitting hers which was the 
highest possible human vocation, had 
been assumed straight into heaven upon 
death, in order to be with her Son.” 

Even worse teaching regarding Mary 
is a commonplace of Roman Catholic 
literature. St. Bonaventura’s “Mary 
Psalter,” first published in 1535, substi- 
tutes the name of Mary for that of God 
in many of the Psalms. In Liguori’s 
“The Glories of Mary,” one reads: “St. 
Bernadino of Sienna does not fear to 
advance that all, even God himself, is 
subject to the empire of Mary. The 
saint wishes to insinuate thereby that 
God hears Mary’s prayers as if they 
were omnipotent. Jesus has rendered 
Mary omnipotent. He is omnipotent by 
nature. She is omnipotent by grace” 
(chap. 6, sec, 1). 


Mission Notes.—The Conservative Bap- 
tist Foreign Mission Society is starting 
a new mission center to care for the 
mulatto children in Belgian Congo. 
There are thousands of these children, 
and no other group is making any or- 
ganized effort to help them. They are 
the offspring of European planters and 
government officials. As a whole they 
are more alert and intelligent than Af- 
ricans. The station will include a cog 
educational school with industrial train- 
ing. It is now caring for more than 
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seventy children, and will have facilities 
for several hundred. 

In Angola the native church is sending 
its missionaries to the thousands of fish- 
ermen who have gone from the high- 
lands to the coast. The native church 
raised eight hundred doliars for this 
work. Swiss mission native evangelists 
are preaching to laborers in the sisal (a 
kind of hemp) plantations along the 
Benguela railway. The Angola church 
sent three delegates to the World’s Sun- 
day School Convention in Toronto, 
largely at the expense of Africans. 
These three pastors toured Portugal en 
route to Canada, preaching in Portuguese 
evangelical churches, 

The Blue Cross of Madagascar, an or- 
ganization for the rescue of drunkards, 
has a membership of 35,000, 

One of the five sacred mountains of 
China is Nanyoh in Hunan. It is full 
of temples and idols and priests. Little 
stores thrive on selling religious articles 
to innumerable pilgrims who visit the 
There is a 


mountain every autumn. 
festival each year for the worship of 
Mo Kwei Satan. Mr. and Mrs. Suttie 


are working alone in the very little town 


at the mountain's foot. They have Eng- 
lish Bible classes for 150 students each 
week. 


Brief Notes 
Mr. John C. Broger, president of the 
Far-Eastern Broadcasting Company of 
Manila, tells of the wonderful way in 
which God has blessed the work of his 


company in providing three powerful 
transmitters which beam the Word of 
Christ into all the Philippines, China, 
Japan, Russia, and the Islands of the 
Pacific. Thirty-two languages and dia- 


lects are used from this “Christian Radio 
City.” 

Mss Dorothy Elliot writes from Mex- 
ico to thank Mr. John Ferguson for his 
useful tracts (1212 Lafayette Bldg., De- 
troit 26) Then she adds comment on 
the celebration of the Holy Year by the 
Catholics of Mexico, describing a priest- 
led attack on a Presbyterian convention. 
All kinds of weapons were used, many 
pecple were injured, and the buildings 
destroyed. Even worse was the fate of 
a little Baptist village of grass huts, 
burned by Catholics while the Chris- 
tians were attending church, Ten babies 
or more, left at home, were burned. 
Then when church was dismissed the 
mob was on hand to laugh at the vic- 
tims, as they returned to their desolate 
homes, 

we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 





>_> 


~~ 


ee eee 


2 ee, 








thev 
grou 
dra\ 
Mat 
give 
Mat! 
here 
Mat! 
Mou 


Gali 








io 

















Se 


ell 


Ee ee 





Lesson for January 28 


International Uniform Lesson 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








LESSON 4. JANUARY 28. THE GREAT TEACHER 
Mark 3:13 to 4:34; printed text, 4:1, 2a, 26-34 


Golden Text.—Take heed what ye hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you: and unto you that hear 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


began again to teach 


Mark 4:1 And he 


there was gathered unto him a great multitude, so that he entered 
into a ship, and sat in the sea; and the whole multitude was by 


the sea on the land 


2 And he taught them many things by 


26 And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should 


parables. 


shall more be given.— Mark 4:24 


30 And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God 


by the sea side: and 


in the earth, 
32 But when 


of the air may 


or with what comparison shall we compare it? 

31 It is like a grain of mustard seed, 
is less than all the seeds that be 
it is sown, 
than all herbs, and shooteth out great branches; so that the fowls 
lodge under the shadow of it. 


which, when it is sow 
in the eartr: 
it groweth up, and becometh greate: 


cast seed into the ground; 33 And with many such parables spake he the word unto 
27 And should sleep, and rise night and day, and the seed them, as they were able to hear it. 

should spring and grow up, he knoweth not how. 34 But without a parable spake he not unto them: and when 
28 For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the blade, they were alone, he expounded all things to his disciples 

then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter 
29 But when the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 

in the sickle, because the harvest is come. International Council of Religious Education 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


ARABLES played a large part in 
Pee: Lord’s teaching. At school we 
were taught that a parable is “an 
earthly story with a heavenly meaning,” 
and I know of no better definition. The 
Greek word suggests the throwing of 
two things together for comparison. By 
this means the sense of the one thing is 
made clear by the other. Strangely 
enough, our Lord declared that His par- 
ables were not only to make the truth 
clear, but to hide it (Mark 4:11, 12; cf. 
Matt, 13:10-13; Luke 8:10). To men of 
open heart the parable unfolds “the mys- 
tery of the kingdom of God,” but to the 
obdurate and unbelieving it is a sealed 
book, refusing to yield its treasure. In 
this way our Lord while offering the 
truth to all yet acted according to His 
own command: “Give not that which is 
holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your 
pearls before swine” (Matt. 7:6). 
Besides the individual parables which 
appear throughout Christ’s teaching, we 
have three great groups of parables. The 
first great group is given in Matthew 13 
and its corresponding passages, Mark 4 
and Luke 8. The second group is given in 
entirety by Luke (chaps. 15 and 16); how- 
ever, one of these, the Parable of the Lost 
Sheep is also given by Matthew (chap. 
18). The third group comes near the end 
of the public ministry, related in Mat- 
thew 20, 21, 22. From the first of these 
groups those in our lesson portion are 
drawn. Seven of the group are given in 
Matthew 13, and of these seven Mark 
gives two along with one not related by 
Matthew. Mark and Luke also introduce 
here the Parable of the Lamp, which 
Matthew presents in the Sermon on the 
Mount. 
We are still in the period of the great 
Galilean ministry, a time of mounting 





popularity accompanied by a rising tide 
of opposition. Notice that by this time 
Jesus has His chosen Twelve around Him 
(Mark 3:13-19), and His teaching is di- 
rected alternately to the crowd and His 
disciples, 


Verse by Verse 

Mark 4:1.—“And he began again to 
teach by the sea side.” The Son of man 
came to minister, and He never passed 
up an opportunity. Human need always 
moved Him to action. He made His pul- 
pit wherever the people were found. A 
little boat was a favorite pulpit, and on 
one such occasion He rewarded the lend- 
ers with a great haul of fish and a com- 
mission in His service (Luke 5:1-11). 

Verse 2—“Many things by parables.” 
The illustrations of Jesus were always 
exceedingly simple, dealing with com- 
mon affairs, yet every one of them was 
packed full of divine truth. So often 
we have an ounce of illumination in a 
pound of illustration. It was the oppo- 
site with Jesus. Yet His parables were 
darkness to the unbelieving (vs, 11, 12). 


Verses 3 to 25.—Do not fail to read 
these verses, for they contain the key 
parable and its explanation (v. 13). 


Verse 26—“‘A man should cast seed 
into the ground.” That is a law of the 
Kingdom of God, whether for Christ, the 
Master-sower, or for us who come after 
Him. Neither the seed nor the soil will 
bring forth fruit of itself. They must 
come together. Let us be lavish in our 
sowing, according to Ecclesiastes 11:6. 
Compare John 12:24, 

Verse 27.—“And should sleep, . . . and 
the seed should ... grow.” After sowing 
the seed, the farmer goes to bed, rises, 
and engages in his other occupations, He 
has trusted his seed to forces to which 
he can add nothing. His ignorance of 
the mystery of life does not affect his 
faith for a coming harvest. We are too 
inclined to force growth, only to see it 


? 





wither be‘ore our eyes. We must not 
reduce conversion, or spiritua) grcewth 
to a human formula. Remember John 


3:8. The Holy Spirit is at work where 
the seed of the Word is sown 
Verse 28.—“First . then . after 


that.” There is a divine order in spir- 
itual things as in natural things. God 
intends that we should progress toward 
maturity. “The blade is all right in 
March; but it is all wrong in Aucust.” 
The Apostle Paul expands this teaching 
under the figure of babyhood and mature 
manhood (Eph, 4: 13-15). 
Verse 29.—“The fruit the sickle 
_ the harvest.” God does not thrust 
in the sickle till the grain is ripe. There 
is always a “fulness of time.” Then 
comes the joy of harvest. This is a 
lovely picture of a “ripe” saint gathered 
home, but it also speaks of the great 
harvest home, when Jesus comes to 
gather all His redeemed to Himself. See 
1 Corinthians 15: 35-54 and compare Rev- 
elation 14: 14-20. 

Verse 30.—‘Whereunto shall we liken 
the kingdom of God?” Our Lord would 
multiply likenesses and comparisons to 
show the different aspects of the King- 
dom of God, as a jeweler shows the vari- 
ous facets of a diamond. 

Verse 31.—“A grain of mustard _.. 
less than all the seeds.” Notice the two 
ways in which our Lord uses the mustard 
seed: as an illustration of invincible 
faith (Matt. 17:20), and as a picture of 
the Kingdom of God. He seemed to have 
special fondness for small things. “Less 
than all the seeds” probably refers to the 
seeds sown by a husbandman, not to all 
seeds in the realm of wild nature. 


Verse 32.—“Becometh greater than all 
herbs.” Matthew’s Gospel adds, “be- 
cometh a tree,” emphasizing the im- 
mense growth. This is no exaggeration. 
The Mediterranean mustard plant grows 
“as tall as the horse and his rider” 
(Thomson, “Land and the Book”), and 
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can easily support feeding or nesting 
birds. In Spain its branches are used for 
fuel. Some take this as signifying a 
spurious growth that makes room for all 
kinds of evil, and refer to Daniel 4:10- 
12; Matthew 13:4, and the like. If we 
identify the Kingdom of God with Chris- 
tendom (the realm of Christian profes- 
sion), we shall have to admit that the 
tree needs a great deal of pruning — and 
one day it will receive it. Others see 
in the parable simply a picture of the 
wonderful growth of the Gospel from an 
insignificant beginning to a mighty force 
in the earth: and we do know that when 
Jesus comes again the branches of His 
Kingdom will embrace the whole world, 
extending blessing everywhere. 

Verse 33.—“Many such parables ... 
as they were able to hear.” How wise 
and tender is our Lord, fitting His in- 
structions to our ability, and by means 
of His Word fitting us for more instruc- 
tion ! 

Verse 34—“A parable .. . unto them: 

all things to his disciples.” He 
wants to lead us into the depths of 
truth. The evangelization of sinners and 
the instruction of saints must go hand 
in hand. To the sinner the parable may 
be either a lure or a repellent, according 
to one’s attitude; but to the child of God 
it is a mine of wealth. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Our lesson portion contains three par- 
ables of the soil. The first, generally 
called the Parable of the Sower, is the 
key parable (v. 13), and shows that the 
sowing of the seed tests the quality of 
the soil, and the quality of the soil de- 
termines the outcome. What sort of soil 
does the good seed of the Word of God 
find in our hearts? 

The second gives us the law of growth. 
For one thing, there must be contact of 
the seed with the soil; then the invisible, 
silent forces work; then the divine order 
unfolds—blade, ear, full corn. The 
sickle stands idle till all that is accom- 
plished. Are we going on to maturity? 

Then the third is a picture of enormous 
growth from very small beginnings. If 
we regard this growth in a good sense, 
we Shall see its fulfillment in the mil- 
lennial age, when the Kingdom of God 
will extend its blessings into all the 
earth, casting its beneficent shadow over 
all life. If we regard this as a picture 
of inordinate growth, with spurious 
branches giving lodging to foul spirits, 
we can still rejoice that the tree of the 
Kingdom will one day be thoroughly 
pruned, and true branches will encircle 
a renewed earth, blessing all God’s crea- 
tures. For ourselves the question is: 
Has the mustard seed of the Kingdom 
of God been sown in our hearts, and 
has it grown enough to offer blessing 
to others? 


Topics for Development 


The Use of Parables, Our Lord’s use 


of parables was twofold: to reveal and 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
3. January 21.—Jesus Meets Growing 
Hostility (Temperance). Mark 1:40 to 3:12 
Next Week’s Lesson 


5. February 4.—The Mighty Worker. 
Mark 4:35 to 6:6 








to hide. He desired to lead His own into 
the secrets of God, and by means of these 
comparisons He gently opened the doors 
of divine mystery to their struggling vi- 
sion. It was impossible to share these 
secrets with the unbelieving, and for 
them the parables were a veil; yet they 
presented enough truth on the surface to 
call all men to faith and obedience, leav- 
ing them without excuse. Doubtless 
some parables were given to hold their 
secrets until a time of fulfillment, while 
yielding valuable lessons all the way. 
Perhaps our parable of the mustard seed 
is one of these. 

Law in the Realm of Grace. Grace 
does not operate on a basis of lawless- 
ness. It sustains the divine order 
throughout. The seed will not grow 
unless planted; the soil will not yield 
unless sown; the sickle will never be 
thrust in till harvest. See, too, how the 
harvest comes — not in one sudden leap, 
but by orderly progress, “first the blade, 
then the ear, after that the full corn 
in the ear.” This is not the “law of 
evolution” (there is no such thing !), but 
the law of progression, which is a totally 
different matter. 


Outline 

1. Growth depends on the quality of the 
soil (Mark 4:3-20). 

2. Growth is ordered by divine law (vs. 
26-29). 

3. Growth, good or evil, is out of all 
proportion to beginnings (vs, 31, 
32). 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT is a parable? 
2. Why did Christ speak in par- 
ables? 

3. Which parable holds the key to them 
all? 

4. What is the law of reproduction? 

5. What kind of sleep is referred to in 
verse 27? 

6. What should be our attitude toward 
Christian growth? 

7. What does the use of the “sickle” 
signify? 

8. How does Christ’s teaching differ in 
spirit from modern, human ideas? 

9. What Old Testament story is called 
to mind by the Parable of the Mustard 
Seed? 

10. What authority do we have for 
graded instruction? 

(Answers on page 37) 
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Personal Applications 

Are the parables mines of wealth or 
enigmas to you? (Mark 4:11, 12.) 

What sort of soil does your heart offer 
to the good seed of the Word? (vs, 15- 
20.) 

Are you sowing the seed daily? (v. 
26.) 

Are you trusting the Holy Spirit for 
the increase? (v,. 27.) 

Are you growing toward spiritual ma- 
turity? (v. 28.) 

Does your life harbor foyl birds of 
prey or offer shelter and comfert to the 
needy? (v. 32.) 


Golden Text 
Mark 4:24.—Ears are for hearing, and 


- the measure of our hearing will be the 


measure of our receiving. Jesus said two 
things about hearing: be careful what 
you hear, and be careful how you hear 
(Luke 8:18). Diligent listening to God’s 
Word will increase our capacity to re- 
ceive. 

WHEATON, ILL, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Heavenly 
Father, we rejoice in the gift of natural 
life and all that sustains it. Still more 
do we praise Thee for the gift of eternal 
life through Jesus Christ, our Saviour. 
May we so feed on Thy Word today and 
every day that we may be growing 
Christians, fruitful in every good work. 
Help our teachers today, and make us 
attentive and responsive to Thy message 
by them. Guide and guard us through 
this new week. Make us a strength and a 
comfort to people about us who are 
tempted and tried. Show us how to pcint 
others to the Saviour. Make us alert 
for opportunities to win souls, and auick 
to use the opportunity when it comes. 
Lead the rulers of the nations to work 
for right and peace. Bless the labors of 
all who strive to make Christ known, 
and may His long-promised return and 
reign soon come. Forgive our sins and 
free us from every evil way, for the sake 
of Thy dear Son. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—-Christians, like 
plants, go through various stages of 
growth before they reach maturity. As 
our lesson puts it, it is “first the blade, 
then the ear, then the full corn in the 
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ear.” As no one is born into life full 
grown, neither is anyone born into the 
hristian life.full grown. But if there 
is life there can be growth. Today’s 
lesson says these three things to us. 
First: Make sure you have life. The 
Bible says: “He that hath the Son hath 
life; and he that hath not the Son of 
God hath not life” (1 John 5:12). Is 
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Lesson for January 28 


the Lord Jesus your own Saviour? Have 
you truly received Him? If so, you have 
life, the life of the new birth that makes 
you a Christian; and having life you 
can grow. 

Then the lesson says: Don’t be dis- 
couraged over not being a strong, full 
grown Christian yet. The strongest man 
was once a baby. To lack the faith and 
strength of some older Christian does not 
mean you are not truly converted. When 
a boy or girl truly accepts the Saviour, 
God does not change a young head, nor 
a young heart into an old one. A little 
chap of six prayed one night: “Dear 
Lord, please make me the kind of boy 
You were when You were six.” That 
was a wise prayer. At six you cannot 
be the Christian you should be at sixty, 
but you can be the Christian you should 
be at six 

Last, the lesson says: Make sure you 
grow. To be the Christian you should 
be at sixty you must keep growing. Keep 
ever in the sunshine of God's love. Feed 
on the truth of His Word. Exercise 
yourself by obeying the truth you know, 
and you will be a growing Christian. 

Vancouver, B. C., Can. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And he taught them many things by 
parables” (Mark 4:2).—‘A parable is a 
shell that keeps good fruit for the dili- 
gent, but keeps it from the slothful” 
(Matthew Henry). 

Jur Lord was now adopting a method, 
not of preventing these men coming back 
to Himself and God, but was employing 
the last and only method possible in 
public teaching for luring men toward 
the things which they would not re- 
ceive in their nakedness, and in the un- 
veiling of their essential glories. He put 
the limit, not to bewilder men, but to 
enlighten men; and if they will but be 
lured by the parable to inquire concern- 
ing the thing hidden from them, there 
may be ultimate revelation” (Dr. Mor- 
gan). 

Christ’s teaching was pre-eminently 
illustrative, and it becomes preachers to 
follow His example in this matter. 

Lord Bolingbroke well says, “Abstract 
or general propositions, though ever so 
true, appear obscure or doubtful to us, 
very often, till they are explained by 
examples.” 

An illustration is a window to let in 
the light, a feather on the arrow to carry 
home the truth. 


“As if a man should cast seed into the 
ground” (Mark 4:26).—Ten of the Lord’s 
parables are peculiar to Matthew, eight- 
een to Luke, but only this one to Mark. 
Some appear in two or three of the Gos- 
pels. It is impossible to overestimate the 
importance of sowing the seed —the 
Word of God. To accomplish things to 
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God's glory and the eternal welfare of 
mankind, the Holy Scriptures must be 
used. The Word of God is “incorruptible 
seed” which “liveth and abideth for 
ever” (1 Pet, 1:23-25). 

“That the Bible is God’s Word and 
Book, I prove thus,” said Martin Luther, 
“all things that have been and are in 
the world, and the manner of their be- 
ing, are described in Genesis; even as 
God made and shaped the world, so does 
it stand to this day. Mighty potentates 
have raged against this Book, and sought 
to destroy and uproot it— King Alex- 
ander the Great, the princes of Egypt 
and of Babylon, the monarchs of Persia, 
of Greece, and of Rome, the Emperors 
Julius and Augustus—but they pre- 
vailed nothing. They are gone, while 
the Book remains, and will remain for 
ever and ever, perfect and entire, as it 
was declared at the first. Who has thus 
helped it—who has thus protected it 
against such mighty forces? No one, 
surely, but God Himself, who is the Mas- 
ter of all things. And ’tis no small mir- 
acle how God has so long preserved and 
protected this Book; for the Devil and 
the world are sore foes to it.” 
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“The seed should spring and grow up 
he knoweth not how” (Mark 4:27).— 
The special import c’ the parable is the 
secret development of the seed, between 
sowing and reaping time, 

We are privileged to sow and to reap, 
but we do not cause the seed to grow 
We do not know, we cannot explain the 
mysterious processes of growth. We do 
know the seed is the Word of God, the 
soil is the human heart, the fruit is 
Christian character, but the real how of 
the wonderful processes escapes us 

A man once asked me, “Are you born 
again?” When I answered in the affirm- 
ative, he said, “I don’t see you flitting 
around like the wind!” I knew he had 
John 3:8 in mind, and told him that we 
cannot see the wind but we can see the 
effects of its blowing. I certainly know 
I believe the Gospel of Christ. I know 
I am born again but I do not know the 
mysterious processes by which the Holy 
Spirit caused that incorruptible seed 
within me to germinate and produce the 
new birth. I reminded him that King 
Solomon told us that we do not even 
know “how the bones do grow in the 
womb of her that is with child” (Eccles, 
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11:5). He seemed satisfied with the an- 
swer. 

Even as the farmer sleeps and rises 
many times between sowing the seed 
and reaping the crop, so the believer who 
sows must often wait patiently before 
seeing the results of his sowing. 

Sometimes we are like impatient chil- 
dren who insist on digging up the seed 
which they have sown in the garden to 
see if it is growing! What a striking 
contrast to the original Sower and Hus- 
bandman who “waiteth for the precious 
fruit of the earth, and hath long patience 
for it” (Jas. 5:7). 

“The blade ... the ear, after that the 
full corn” (Mark 4:28).—The developing 
of processes is slow but sure. It does 
us no good to expect the “full corn in 
the ear” first. A person can be saved 
in a moment through faith in Christ, but 
the fruit of the Spirit does not come to 
maturity in a moment (Gal, 5:22, 23). 
There are “babes,” “young men,” and 
“fathers” in the family of God. 

It is a vogue with many parents today 
to take moving pictures of their chil- 
dren each year. Periodically these films 
re shown to relatives and friends, and 
the difference in growth and develop- 
ment commented upon. What a differ- 
ence between the first year and the 
twenty-first ! 

Wawona, CALIF, 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, I like to think of these 
two parables of the Lord Jesus, one 
about sowing and reaping, and the other 
about the mustard seed, as illustrating 
a wonderful partnership — a partnership 
in which the senior partner is no less 
than God Himself, Creator of the uni- 
verse; and myself (or yourself) the 
junior partner. What a combination of 
greatness joined with smallness! It is 
almost too wonderful to believe; yet God, 
in His Word, has declared it. Well do I 
remember my uncle’s making a kite for 
me when I was just a little kid. He 
really was a skillful kite maker, and the 
one he made for me was a thing of 
b auty that ascended into the sky with 
ail the grace of a bird. I can still feel 
a thrill when I think of it; but what 
pieased me most was that he allowed me 
to he!p him construct the thing. I held 
the brads, and handed them to him, one 
at a time, as he used them to secure the 
thick paper around the sticks and the 
cords. I was proud to feel so necessary 
in that expert piece of fabrication. As 
I flew my beautiful kite, holding tightly 
the string while it soared high above us, 
the other boys asked me where I got it. 
In all seriousness I answered, “My uncle 
and I made it.” Of course. Hadn’t we? 
Didn’t I hold the brads? 
Jesus said, “So is the kingdom of God, 
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as if a man should cast seed into the 
ground; and should sleep, and rise night 
and day, and the seed should spring and 
grow up, he knoweth not how.” What 
a small thing a man does in growing a 
crop, contrasted to that marvelous — that 
miraculous—thing that God does! 
After I grew up some, I made my own 
kites — actually just as good as my uncle 
had made, if not even better. But no 
farmer, however skillful and industrious, 
could ever cause a grain of wheat to 
swell and sprout and reproduce itself a 
hundredfold. Only God, his senior part- 
ner, could do that. 

Poems are made by fools like me; 

But only God can make a tree! 

‘even a mustard tree !) 

As Jesus did so many times in His 
talks, He used in these parables some 
very commenplace things to help us un- 
derstand a very wonderful and profound 
spiritual truth. He was talking about no 
less a thing than the Kingdom of God. 
In the building of that Kingdom He 
graciously allows you and me to have a 
partnership with Him. True, our part 
is relatively small — very small — but it 
is necessary. He makes it necessary. It 
is just another evidence of His marvel- 
ous grace. The seed is the Word. He 
places it in our hands, and says to us, 
“Now, you sow it.” If in simple faith 
we obey Him, a miracle takes place, a 
soul is saved — a harvest comes, although 
we had such a very small part in it; 
yet we have the joy of reaping it, 

If the farmer held the seed in his hand 
and failed to sow it, there would be no 
miracle, no harvest. The seed would 
simply remain a seed, never anything 
else; and many people would go hungry 
— yes, even starve — because the Bread 
which God had provided for them never 
arrived. I tremble to think, fellows, how 
many souls may have perished because 
I held in my hand the “Seed” which 
Jesus by His death on the cross had made 
possible for me to sow. Have you been 
saved? Have you been redeemed by the 
precious blood of Jesus Christ? Then by 
that token you are a sower. You dare 
not close your fist over that seed where 
it will remain and never prosper. (Read 
Isa. 55: 10-13 — don’t fail to read it!) If 
you fail to sow it, some day you will 
wake up to a discovery that will be 
embarrassing. Yes, embarrassing is too 
weak a word. 

FonTANA Dan, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


AVE you girls noticed that some 

Christians get much more out of 
their Christian life than others do? 
About all some Christians seem to find 
in their Saviour is insurance against 
hell fire! That is, of course, a most 
wonderful thing. We shall never cease 
to thank Him for it. But if that is all 
Christ is to you, you are missing more 
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than I can tell you. There are other 
Christians, whose lives are radiant with 
the love of Christ. What makes the 
difference? Today’s lesson will help us 
to understand, 

Who can quote Mark 4:24, the Golden 
Text? This verse is not as well known 
as it should be. Look at the first part 
again. “Take heed what ye hear.” That 
means, “Be careful what you hear.” A 
girl said to me, “I can’t help what I 
hear.” That is not true at all. It is true 
that we sometimes do hear things that 
we do not want to hear, but most of the 
time we hear what we do want to hear. 
You girls are in high school. You have 
no control over what the teachers say 
in class, but you do choose with whom 
you will go to school and with whom 
you “run around” at school. Further- 
more you are out of school many more 
hours than you are in it. So the com- 
pany you choose and the places you go 
determine very largely what you hear. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Lesson for January 28 


What kind of company should a Chris- 
tian girl choose? Where should she 
spend her evenings? 

Notice the middle section of Mark 4: 
24. “With what measure ye mete, it 
shall be measured to you.” The context 
of this verse is about hearing God’s 
Word. This part of the verse tells us 
that we ourselves measure how much 
we hear. 

How does the Golden Text end? “Unto 
you that hear shall more be given.” More 


of what? More joy, more love, more 
understanding, more fellowship, in fact, 
more of everything that makes the 


Christian life worth while. 

Our lesson starts with Mark 3: 13-15. 
Read those verses and find out what was 
the first purpose for which the Lord 
chose the twelve disciples. (That they 
might be with Him.) They were to be 
in His company before they went out 
to preach. How much time do you spend 
with the Lord Jesus every day? I once 
asked an older Christian how to get rid 
of ungodly company without being rude. 
He answered, “If they find out that you 
keep company with the Lord Jesus, they 
will give you your choice of the road.” 
And that is true. When ungodly peo- 
ple, who waht to stay ungodly, enjoy our 


company, it means that we have not 
taken our stand for Christ clearly 
enough. 


See if you can name the twelve dis- 
ciples without reading the next four 
verses, 

The rest of Mark 3 gives some of our 
Lerd’s teaching given in a private home, 
That reporter did not get her news item 
done, so we will go on to the next re- 
port, 


Jesus TEACHES FroM DeEcK OF SHIP 
AND STILLS SEA 

Yesterday Jesus of Nazareth was again 
seen teaching the people by the seaside. 
So great a crowd gathered to hear Him 
that He entered into a small boat and 
drew off a little from the shore. From 
this boat He spoke to the people crowded 
along the beach. He spoke in parables, 
which all did not understand. Even His 
disciples did not understand, for it was 
known later that they had asked Him 
the meaning afterward. 

That evening Jesus and His disciples 
started over to the other side of the sea 
in that same little boat. Jesus was tired 
from His long day of teaching. He fell 
asleep on a pillow in the hinder part of 
the ship. During the night a great storm 
came up, nearly overturning the small 
vessel. The disciples were frightened, 
and awakened Jesus. He arose and re- 
buked the wind and said to the sea, 
“Peace, be still.” The wind ceased and 
there was a great calm, 

Let us watch this Jesus of Nazareth 
and listen to His teachings, for even the 
wind and the sea obey Him !—Harriet, 
your Seaside Reporter, 


That is an interesting account, Harriet, 
and-I-am glad you exhorted the people, 
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to listen to the teachings of Jesus. He 
started His talk that day with the word 
“hearken.” Read Mark 4:9, 23. These 
are all exhortations to hear the Word of 
the Lord, for verse 14 tells us that the 
sower used the Word, Read verses 15 
to 20 and see what happens when differ- 
ent kinds of people hear the Word. In 
verse 20 we find that the Word must be 
both heard and received in order to 
bring forth fruit. It is true that just 
hearing God's Word is not enough. But 
those who do not wish to receive it soon 
stop listening to it. 

Notice the difference in result of those 
who do receive it. Some brought forth 
thirtyfold, some sixty, and some one 
hundred. Since I am a schoolteacher, 
and not a farmer, I always think of this 
in terms of an examination grade. When 
you have a test at school, about all a 
grade of thirty does for you is to identify 
you as a member of the ‘class. Sixty 
is better, but we do not consider it a 
satisfactory grade. 

What about one hundred? I always 
think of the hundredfold Christian as 
being a person who is one hundred per 
cent for Christ. The more we hear Him 
and have fellowship with Him, the more 
we will love Him. Let us keep in touch 
with the Lord Jesus through Bible read- 
ing and prayer, and let us seek the com- 
pany of other Christians and go places 
where we will hear His Word, avoiding 
places where we will hear wrong things, 

Assignments: Helen, please read Mark 
5:1-20 and act as our reporter for 
Gadara. Phyllis, the raising of Jairus’ 
daughter in the same chapter is a news 
item for the home reporter uf Caper- 
naum, 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 
Topic and Scripture: 
Jesus Teaches Through Stories 
(Mark 4:1-8, 30-32) 
HERE do we see the Lord Jccrus 
this time? (Show a picture of the 
Lord teaching from a boat.) Wouldn't 
it be odd to see our minister sitting in 
a boat preaching, and all the congrega- 
tion sitting or standing on the beach in- 
stead of sitting in church pews? You 
would hear the slapping of the waves 
on the shore, and see the babies playing 
with sand or seashells. Over on the hills 
a farmer might be planting his field of 
wheat. Can you see the picture as Mark 
tells about it? (Mark 4:1.) 

This morning the preacher is telling 
stories— stories of everyday things — 
the farmer over there in the field sow- 
ing his wheat. (Show picture.) Some 
of the seed fell on the hard-packed path, 
(Probably the picture will include each 
type of soil; point to it as you tell ‘about 
each kind.) The Lord Jesus is thinking 
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of something different from wheat seeds, 
He is thinking of word seeds and what 
happened to them after He spoke them 
Here is a boy who is playing around and 
not listening (in the first picture). Do 
the word seeds get planted in his mind? 
Oh, my, no, they just bounce right off 


and are gone—the Devil took them! 
How closely this girl is listening! She 
thinks the Lord Jesus is wonderful. But 
when she gets home and tells how much 
she loves the Lord Jesus, Daddy makes 
fun of her. The smile goes out of her face; 
and the love for the Lord in her heart 
is all wilted, and soon it dies. Tomor- 
row she does not come back to listen to 
Him. 

Here is somebody’s daddy. He likes 
the wonderful words he hears. But he 
has so many other things to think about: 
getting his garden planted, and the trip 
he is going to take. And a week from 
now, he has forgotten all about the Lord 
Jesus’ words—they got crowded right 
out! But Mother did not forget. Oh, 
yes, she was busy, too, with babies and 
home and work. But while she worked, 
she thought about the Lord Jesus’ words. 
She told the lady next door about the 
Lord and took her to hear Him. When 
one of the women said something mean 
about her to another neighbor, what do 
you think she did? Took some of her 
best dried figs over to her and had a 
friendly chat! When Grammie was sick 
at another house, she did the washing, 
to help. She taught her children to love 
the Lord Jesus and to pray. Oh, so many 
good things grew out of her life because 
the Lord Jesus’ word seeds were planted 
there! As we put these pictures up, 
let’s see how the Bible tells the story- 
parable (Mark 4:2-8). “Look out how 
you hear,” said the Lord (v, 24). 

Another story was about seeds, too 
—the tiniest little seed! But it made a 
big plant — big as a small tree or a tall 
sunfiower. (Show the tiniest seed you 
can find, and attach it by sticky tape to 
a picture of 2 small tree.) So the seed 
of God’s Kingdom, which the Lord Jesus 
was planting that day in just one little 
place, would grow to be big enough to 
reach around the world. (Read vs. 30-32.) 


“[Jesus] said unto them, Take heed 
what ye hear” (Mark 4:24, Memory 
Verse). Put this verse under the head- 


ing “Jesus sees us.” We have been sow- 
ing the Lord Jesus’ word seeds here in 
Sunday school. I wonder how well they 
got planted? How soon did they get 
forgotten? Or did good things grow out 
of them during the weeks? (Review the 
application of each lesson this month.) 
Do you let the Lord Jesus sow His word 
seeds in your heart every day by read- 
ing your Bibles? Or do you let the wild 
weed seeds of radio and television and 
comic magazines do all the planting? 
(Put up pictures of a child reading a 
Bible, and listening to a television pro- 
gram or reading a comic magazine.) 
Orono, MAINE, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1951 and 
explaining. the conditions -upon which. illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Bread Upon the Waters.—With what 
measure ye mete, it shall be measured 
to you (Mark 4:24, Golden Text). There 
were once two boys working their way 
through Leland Stanford University. 
Their funds got low and the idea came 
to one of them to engage Paderewski 
for a piano recital, and devote the profits 
to their board and tuition. The pianist’s 
manager asked for a guarantee of $2,000. 
The boys proceeded to stage the concert, 
but the proceeds totaled only $1,600. The 
boys sought the great artist and told him 
of their efforts. They gave him the 
entire $1,600 and a promissory note for 
$400, explaining that they would earn 
the amount at the earliest possible mo- 
ment. “No, boys, that won’t do.” Then, 
tearing the note, he returned the money 
to the boys, and said, “Now take out of 
the $1,600 all of your expenses, and keep 
for each of you 10 per cent of the bal- 
ance for your work, and let me have the 
rest.” The years rolled by. The war 
came, and Paderewski was striving with 
might and main to feed the thousands 
of his beloved Poland. There was only 
one man in the world who could help 
Paderewski. Thousands of tons of food 
began to come into Poland for distribu- 
tion by the Premier. After the starving 
people were fed, Paderewski journeyed 
to Paris to thank Herbert Hoover for the 
relief sent him. “That’s all right, Mr. 
Paderewski,” was Mr. Hoover's reply. 
“Besides you don’t remember how you 
helped me once when I was a student at 
college, and I was in a hole.”—From the 
Gospel Herald. Sent by M. H. James, 
Toronto, Can. 


Instead of a New Car.—So is the king- 
dom of God, as if a man should cast 
seed into the ground (Mark 4:26). A 
reader of the Evangelical Christian wrote 
to that publication as follows: “We were 
going to buy a new car this summer 
—we’ve never had one at all of late 
years. We have the money in hand to 
buy it—and even had it ordered. But 
what if, by buying it and enjoying it, 
we deny the light of life and the knowl- 
edge of our Saviour, to we don’t know 
how many of our fellow men? All of us 
know the Lord and have claimed Him as 
our Saviour, and we rejoice daily in His 
care and provision. We have decided 


we have enough — without the car, and 
that we will spend the money in Chris- 
tian enterprise, literature — support for 
workers on the field, and so on. Enclosed 
please find check for five hundred dol- 
lars to send supplies of Christian litera- 
ture — you choose it—to foreign lands, 
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especially Asia, and our prayers will 
follow it."-—From the Evangelical Chris- 
tian. Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hail- 
sham, Sussex, Eng. 


The Right Password.—As if a man 
should cast seed into the ground (Mark 
4:26). During the Civil War a horseman 
found himself confronted by a sentry 
guard who pointed his gun at him and 
said: “Halt! Who goes there?” “A 
friend,” he replied. “Approach and give 
the password.” “Lincoln,” confidently 
said the horseman. The sentry said 
slowly: “It is the wrong password, and 
if I did not know you, your life would 
pay the penalty. At the risk of my own 
life, I spare yours. Go back and get the 
right word.” The horseman thanked the 
soldier and rode off, returning later with 
the right word, “Massachusetts.” ‘Pass 
on! All’s well,” was the reply. “I can- 
not pass on,” said the rider, “until I have 
given you a-message. At the risk of 
your life you spared mine. Have you 
the right password for Heaven?” “Yes, 
sir, I have.” “What is it?” “Jesus Christ, 
sir.” “Where did you learn that?” “In 
your Sunday school in Pennsylvania, 
sir."—From the King’s Business. Sent 
by M. H. James, Toronto, Can, 


It Broke His Heart.—The seed should 
spring and grow up (Mark 4:27). A 
Christian worker in Arizona tells of a 
fierce-looking cowboy who came to him 
asking for copies of Mark’s Gospel, and 
who told him this story: “I went to San 
Francisco and threw away much money 
in rough revelry. I slept late after a 
night of dissipation. When I awoke I 
saw a little book on the table near my 
bed—the Gospel of Mark. I angrily 
threw it on the floor. I did the same 
thing the second morning. Awaking the 
third morning, I saw that same little 
book. This time I took it with me to a 
near-by park and began to examine it. 
I spent the day reading it. I heard the 
Son of God say to a leper, ‘Be. thou 
clean.’ I heard Him say to a paralytic, 
‘Thy sins be forgiven thee.’ I heard Him 
commend the widow for her mite. I 
saw Him take little children in His arms 
and bless them. I heard Him say, 
‘Couldest thou not watch one hour?’ I 
saw Him die. It broke my heart and 
changed my life. I am a different man, 
now, Stranger, I spend much time giving 
away copies of the Gospel of Mark.”— 
From Winona Echoes. Sent by Mrs, M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. Prize illus- 
tration. 


The Answer to a Child’s Prayer.— 
It is like a grain of mustard seed (Mark 
4:31). A mother in New England was 
helping pack a box to be sent to India. 
Her son, aged four, insisted on putting 
in an offering all his own, a little leaflet 
entitled “Come to Jesus.” His name was 
written on it with the little prayer, “May 
the one who gets this soon learn to love 
Jesus.” When the child’s leaflet reached 
that far-off. land it was finally given to a 
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Hindu priest who was teaching the mis- 
sionaries the language. He took it with- 
out looking at it, but on his way back 
to his mountain home he thought of the 
leaflet, took it out, and read the writing 
on the outside. The child’s prayer so 
touched him that he was then eager to 
read further. He soon gave up his idols 
and became a devoted missionary to his 
own people. Fifteen years after that, 
American missionaries visited his moun- 
tain village and there found the con- 
verted Hindu priest with a congregation 
of fifteen hundred people who had 
learned to love Jesus as their Saviour, 
through the influence and teaching of 
that leaflet—From Helping Hand. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Two Sure Ways To Make a Million.— 
And shooteth out great branches; so that 
the fowls of the air may lodge under 
the shadow of it (Mark 4:32). We have 
said for many years that there still are 
two sure-fire methods of making a mil- 
lion dollars: one, invent some new 
method of sinning, and the world will 
flock to the thrill and will pay well for 
it; two, invent a new religion. Christian 
Science has put its board of directors 
on Easy Street; the Mormon hierarchy 
controls more money than any other in- 
stitution in the United States except the 
Roman Catholic Church; the Kansas City 
founders of Unity became millionaires; 
the leaders of Jehovah’s Wtinesses per- 
suaded their followers that Michael and 
Gabriel were about to return to earth 
and wished a great mansion at La Jolla 
in California, and when it was finished 
the leaders decided to live in it till the 
angels arrived, which has not yet hap- 
pened. Now another Californian has 
done it again and is about to clip his 
coupons. You will hear a lot about this 
in the course of the next few months, 
and there will be a clique of the un- 
taught church members in every part 
of the country who will go for it be- 
cause it is a new fad, like canasta. The 
cult, “Dianetics: The Modern Science of 
Mental Health.” It will be much more 
difficult to reach a follower of Dianetics 
with the Gospel because he will have a 
substitute “cleansing for sin.”—From 
Eternity. Sent by Albert Mygatt, David 
City, Nebr. 


One Moment at a Time.—With many 
such parables spake he the word unto 
them, as they were able to hear it (Mark 
4:33). In his article on “Moody the 
Man,” D, W. Cram tells this of the great 
preacher: I remember hearing him tell 
of a well-to-do woman who came to him 
under deep conviction, while he was 
overseas. She told him that she could 
not take Christ as her personal Saviour 
because she was afraid she would not 
hold out. Mr. Moody answered her with 
an original parable. “There was a new 
clock,” he said. “It was starting out on 
its long life run. It looked down the 
hours of the years it had to run. It 
sighed, and said, ‘Oh, I can never do it. 
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I can never hold out.’ Then the clock 
listened and heard the voice of its maker, 
That voice said: ‘Oh, yes, you can hold 
out. You have only to go one tick at 
a time.’” Said Mr. Moody to the woman, 
“You only have to hold out one moment 
at a time.” She saw the point. Her 
fears gone, she yielded to Christ one 
moment at a time. When Mr. Moody got 
home to Northfield she sent him a beau- 
tiful clock in memory of his parable.— 
From Moody Monthly. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans, 


Dd 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


HIS is a beautiful lesson. By the 
beautiful Sea of Galilee, where Jesus 
loved to be, He began to teach the crowd 
that followed Him everywhere He went. 


But they crowded Him so that He en- 
tered into a small ship and sat there 
and spoke to the people as they thronged 
up to the water’s edge. Use, if you can, 
that picture which shows Jesus seated 
in the boat. Give the children a picture 
of the scene. 

There were men and women and many 
little children, for people didn’t have 
“baby sitters” in those days, they had 
to take the children with them when 
they went places. I can see the chil- 
dren seated on the beach, maybe digging 
in the sand while the Lord Jesus talked, 
Jesus loved those little children just as 
He~ loves the little children of all the 
world today. 

We try today to teach after the manner 
that the Lord used in His days on earth, 
He taught by stories or parables. He used 
common things they could all see, to 
teach them lessons, to make things plain 
to them. On that day by the sea, He 
began to speak to them in stories. 

First He spoke of the sower who went 
out to sow the seed. They had all seen 
that man. In those days seed was not 
sown by machinery as so much of it is 
now in this country, but a man went 
out with a sack of seed hung at his side, 
and he gathered handfuls and scattered 
them out as far as he could reach. All 
day long he tramped the field, sowing 
as he went, up and down the length of 
the field. Some of the seed fell along 
a path where the ground was beaten 
hard by many feet, and the birds were 
watching for just such seed, and they 
picked it up at once; it had no chance 
to grow, not one. Then, in some places 
in that field there were a lot of stones 
and the seed that fell there didn’t have 
much ground in which to grow, and it 
sent up green shoots right away be- 
cause it was warm, but when the sun 
shone hot, it withered and died because 
it had no roots. Along the fence rows 
weeds and thorns had grown, and some 
seed fell in among them, and it grew, 
but it was spindling and weak, choked 
by the big weeds and thorns. It never 
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grew any grain. But the rest of the field 
was good ground and the seed sprang 
up and grew and soon had heads of 
grain ready to be harvested. Some seeds 
grew thirty seeds, some sixty, and some 
a hundred seeds. That was multiplica- 
tion, wasn’t it? 


They didn’t know what this story 
meant, so Jesus told them. Even His 
disciples didn’t understand it. He said 


the seed was the Word of God. The 
sower was one who gave out the Word 
of God: preacher, missionary, teacher, 
even a Primary child. Some people who 
hear God's Word are like the hard path- 
way —the Word doesn’t get into their 
hearts, and Satan, like the birds, takes 
it away, so they don’t even think of it 
any more, 

Then some people are like the stony 
ground. They seem toshear God’s Word 
with joy and tell you they believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, but just as soon as 
trouble or hardship or persecution comes, 
they go away and have nothing more 
to do with the people of God. 

Other people accept God’s Word, and 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
want to serve God, but they are so tied 
up with the world, they belong to so 
many clubs and lodges, they have so 
many classes to go to, they have so many 
things to do for their community, that 
they cannot find any time for God or 
His service. And so they bear no fruit. 

Then there is the fourth kind of peo- 
ple, those who hear the Word, and be- 
lieve it, and study it, and grow in grace 
and in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. They are the good ground which 
brings forth much fruit, 

Even little children are divided into 
these four classes: the ones who hear 
and Satan steals away the Word: the 
ones who hear and are delighted with 
what they heard, but somebody makes 
fun of them for going to Sunday school, 
and they stop going: the ones who hear 
and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and want to get to Sunday school, but 
nobody at home cares about their going, 
and there are so many other things to 
do on Sunday, picnics, fishing, ball 
games, so they only get to Sunday school 
once in a while; and the last group, those 
who hear and believe and serve faith- 
fully, bringing forth much fruit, 

Which group is yours? 

FELTON, CALIiF, 


os 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 32) 

1. A parable is “an earthly story with 
a heavenly meaning.” 

2. To make the truth clear to those 
who would receive it, and to withhold 
it from those who refused it (Matt, 13: 
10-13; Mark 4:11, 12; Luke 8:10). 

3. The Parable of the Sower and the 
four soils (v. 13). 
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4. Death. It is the buried seed that 
grows. See John 12:24, 


5. Not the sleep of death, nor of sloth 
but of trust. It is the spirit of 1 Cor- 
inthians 3:6, 7. 

6. (a) I must not be content to remai! 
a blade, but seek to grow into the ripe- 
ness of the full corn; (b) I must not de- 
mand the ripeness of the full corn fron 
one who has only the age of a blade, 


7. The gathering home of the saint, o 
of the Church; it is used also of judg 
ment. See Revelation 14: 14-20. 

8. We are so concerned about big 
things; our Lord drew His lessons fro: 
small things — lilies, sparrows, mustar« 
seeds, and the like. 

9. Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the trec 
(Dan, 4:1-27), 

10. Mark 4:33. 

WHEATON, ILL, 
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A Scientific Attitude Toward 
the Bible 
(Continued from page 27) 


happily, swallowing its suppositions anc 
gulping down its guesses. But when it 
begins to change its tune and veei 
toward the Bible, there is a marked ten- 
dency on the part of some (by no means 
all) to cling to the old theories and la; 
behind. But such reluctance is utterly 
unscientific, It is not science, but “an 
evil heart of unbelief,” that turns people 
from the Bible. A truly scientific mind 
will follow where scientific discovery 
leads. 

III. THe Brsre Is SCIENTIFICALLY TRUE 

Its Critics Have Been Proved Wrong. 
—We have already seen that true, up-to- 
date science has disproved the theory of 
the evolution of species, and that we are 
now at liberty to believe the Biblical 
account of the origin of things. We now 
know that those who criticized the Bible 
on so-called scientific grounds were mis- 
taken. Those who said, for instance 
that Moses could not have written the 
five books attributed to him because the 
art of writing was not known in his day, 
were simply ignorant of facts. We have 
abundant evidence proving that, not only 
in Moses’ day (1450 B.C.), but also in 
that of Abraham (2100 B.C.), and even 
1,000 years before Abraham, writing was 
in use, 

Then those who believed the Biblical 
story of the flood were laughed at. Since 
1931, however, the tables have been 
turned on the incredulous, for Sir Leon- 
ard Woolley and Professor Langdor 
have (even with an avowed measure o* 
reluctance) proved the flood of Genesis 
a “flood of unexampled magnitude,” tc 
have taken place. 

In 1869, Professor Néldeke of Ger- 
many assured us that “criticism had for- 
ever disproved the claim of Genesis 14 
to be historical,” other critics patting 
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him on the back, as it were, and saying 
that the last word thereon had been 
spoken. Now we know that they were 
wrong, and every name in that chapter, 
of person or place, has been identified 
as historical. 

Finally (not to multiply instances, 
though we might easily do so), we were 
told that Daniel made a mistake when 
he said that Belshazzar was King of Bab- 
ylon at the time in question, for “every- 
body knows that the King was Naboni- 
dus.” Now we know that Daniel was 
right, and that Nabonidus had taken 
Belshazzar, his son and heir, into associa- 
tion with himself as co-rex, and left 
him, with the nobles, in the city, as civil 
monarch, while he himself went off on a 
military campaign. So Belshazzar was 
in Babylon after all, with “a thousand 
of his lords,” when it was taken, and 
we also can understand how it was that 
Daniel was made “the third ruler in the 
kingdom.” 





The consecrated Faculty 
and Staff supervising the 
academic and business de- 
tails of the College. Their 
number and training in- 
sures _helpful . personal 
contact and supervision of 
all student activities. 


A DEGREE from C.E.I. has a par 

value widely recognized. This Bible 
College is listed in the 1949 bulletin, 
“Accredited Higher Institutions,” of the 
United States Office of Education; and 
is also accredited by the Accrediting 
Association of Bible Institutes and Bible 
Colleges, Collegiate Division. 


Recognized by the United States 
Government as a Theological School, 
and approved by the Illinois State De- 
partment of Education and the United 
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No more need be said, for it is abun- 
dantly evident that once the critics have 
shown their folly in criticizing the Word 
of God, confusion is inevitably heaped 
on their heads. We may well close this 
section by a couple of quotations. Two 
French professors, MM, Guiton and de 
Jarnac, remind us! that “archaeological 
discoveries are increasing, especially in 
those regions to which the Bible so fre- 
quently refers: Palestine, Babylonia, 
Syria, and Egypt. These discoveries are 
constantly providing startling confirma- 
tion of Biblical statements, and proving 
in this way the trustworthiness of Holy 
Scripture.” Then the great Prof. Robert 
Dick Wilson of Princeton University, 
than whom no one has known more 
about old languages and documents bear- 
ing on the Bible, has said: “I have come 
now to the conviction that no man 
knows enough to assail the truthfulness 
of the Old Testament. Whenever there 
is sufficient documentary evidence to 
make an investigation, the statements of 
the Bible, in the original texts, have 
stood the test” (“Is the Higher Criticism 
Scholarly?” The Sunday School Times 
Co., 25 cents.) 





1“Recent Archaeological Discoveries.” (In 
French.) 


(To be continued) 
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The Immaculate Conception 
(Continued from second page) 


imposed no new doctrine on Catholics 
but merely declared that what had al- 
ways been believed by the faithful had 
its origin in revelation as found in 
Scripture and tradition. ... The Immacu- 
late Conception is a privilege over and 
above that immunity from personal sin 
conceded to Mary. By it Mary, in view 
of her dignity as Mother of God, was 
immune from original sin in which all 
descendants of Adam are conceived, and 
from which they are freed by baptism. 
Sanctifying grace was infused into her 
soul simultaneously with its creation by 
God. . . . The Immaculate Conception 
should not be confused with the Vir- 
ginal Conception and Virgin Birth which 
assert Mary’s perpetual virginity.” 

It will be noted here, as in other Ro- 
man Catholic dogmas, that tradition is 
put on a level with Scripture. But 
Protestants settle such matters by this 
rule given by the Holy Spirit through 
Isaiah: “To the law and to the testi- 
mony: if they speak not according to 
this word, it is because there is no light 
in them” (Isa. 8:20). They also heed 
that other warning: “Beware lest any 
man spoil you through philosophy and 
vain deceit, after the tradition of men, 
after the rudiments of the world, and 
not after Christ” (Col, 2:8). 

At the Annunciation the angel said 
to Mary, “Thou hast found favour with 
God” (Luke 1:30), but said nothing to 
show that she was different from other 
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women in her nature. Her cousin said 
to her, “Blessed art thou among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb” 
(Luke 1:42), intimating that she was 
still a won.an like others, though sig- 
nally blessed of God and chosen for a 
great honor. In the Magnificat, Mary 
said, “My soul doth magnify the Lord, 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my 
Saviour” (1:46, 47). Thus she herself 
intimated that she, too, needed a Sav- 
iour from sin. There is therefore no 
ground in Scripture for the theory of 
Mary’s immaculate conception, 


With the New Books 


Any of these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. 


Crowded to Christ. By L. E, Maxwell. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $3.) Do not read this 
book if you are afraid of being exposed, 
embarrassed, and greatly humbled be- 
fore God. In the introduction, this heart- 
searching and heart-reaching volume is 
spoken of as “a trumpet call to Chris- 
tians to dare to be ‘utterly believing 
believers’— New Testament Christians 
in this secular and carnal world.” It is 
further suggested that the treatment is 
“more or less an autobiegraphy of the 
spiritual experience of the writer.” This 
reviewer happens to know that the lat- 
ter suggestion is correct. The author 
speaks from the depths of a real and 
constant experience of utter unselfish- 
ness. Thus the truths expressed have 
a way of gripping the heart of the 
reader until he cries out to God for 
something bigger and better than he has 
ever known in the way of a practical 
walk with God. 

The thought of being crowded to, or 
confined to Christ, for everything, in 
everything, and by everything, which 
is either divinely appointed or permit- 
ted, runs through the treatise. Such 
topics as “Shut Up to Faith,” “Flesh and 
Spirit,” “The Fear of God,” and “The 
Royal Law of Liberty” are among the 
twenty-four chapters of the book. Sep- 
arate interpretations of “The Rich Young 
Ruler,” “The Man With the Withered 
Hand,” and “Salvation and Baptism” are 
rich and illuminating, all being treated in 
line with the main theme — that Christ is 
the ultimate end of all experience that 
is real. There are five chapters dealing 
with the subject “Not Under Law”— 
“Grace,” “Death,” “Righteousness,” “The 
Spirit,” and “Love.” All through the 
volume the author points out the correct 
and fruitful relationship of the law to 
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Send 50c for packet of tracts and complete instructions 


BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND BOX 888-AKRON 9, OHIO 


A FREE GIFT! 


for every child who subscribes to MY CHUM maga- 
zine during the month of January. Children love the 
many fine stories, puzz!es, Christian comics, cut-outs, 
and hobbycraft materials each month. Costs only 
$2.00 a year, and with each $2.00 subscription a free 
gift will come to you. Samples 10 cents. Let your 
child be the judge. 


MY CHUM Magazine 
Box § - - - Highland, Ill. 


WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN MEDICAL 
COLLEGE AND HOSPITAL 


LUDHIANA, INDIA 
pg Sr medical services 

The new Indian Government demands the upgrading of 
college and the enlarging of the hospital by 1952. Do you 
want this sound evangelical work of over fifty years to go into 
non-Christian hands? 

We also need your gifts for our missionary surgeon on the 
field and our American missionary home on sick leave. Send 


your gifts to: MISS LUCY POWEL, R. D. 3, Norristown, Pa. 




















Scripture Choruses 
by Robert Harkness 


One hundred sixty-five choruses on 
different portions of the Word. 
Attractive gray paper book, 75 cents, 
postpaid. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 North 13th Street 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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the believer, as the believer is thus 
“Crowded to Christ.” 

The last chapter, “God’s Weapons,” is 
an encouragement to all Christian work- 
ers and leaders, particularly those who 
have a deep sense and feeling of their 
own inadequacy. In the appendices, the 
author goes into doctrinal detail in a 
deep study of Law and grace. Many 
will not agree with his conclusions, but 
they are exceedingly convincing. In 
these days of looseness in conduct, with 
no emphasis on obedience, and extrem- 
ities in the realm of “positional” truth, 
it is refreshing and stimulating to read 
a book which presents the claims of 
Christ to real discipleship. 

Scintillating illustrations, pertinent 
quotations from many excellent sources, 
and poetic gems are to be found in prac- 
tically every chapter throughout the en- 
tire 352 pages. No Christian could read 
the book without profit, and it is a 
“must” for all Christian leaders, 


“Tell Me Quick” Bible Quizzes. By 
F. Herbert Moehlmann, (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 50 cents, 
paper.) Colonel Moehlmann has one 
purpose in putting out these Bible 
quizzes, and that is to initiate a “back 
to the Bible” movement among the young 
people of the church. The contests num- 
ber twenty and have to do with “Bible 
Locations,” “Visions,” “Cities,” “Dreams,” 
“Special Occasions,” “Relatives,” “Pun- 
ishments,” and the like. Some of them, 
such as “Name-Calling, Good and Bad” 
and “Characters Known for Beauty or 
Virtue,” are surprising in their num- 
ber of notations. All, however, are ex- 
tensive in scope, the sixteenth on “Oc- 
cupations and Callings” showing fifty 
questions. The little volume’s second 
half is devoted to the contest answers 
which are given in full with references. 
This is the fourth of Chaplain Moehl- 
mann’s Bible Quiz books. 


Martha of Moosehorn Mountain. By 
Agnes Barden Dustin. (W. A. Wilde Co., 
Boston 16; $2.50.) It was March, in 1780, 
and the young Howlands, Martha and 
Ben, were boiling sap in the woods of 
New Hampshire. Came the sound of 
gunfire from the settlement and the run- 
ning steps of neighbor Hosking, who 
brought the news of another Indian raid. 
Not the last one either — that one would 
come many months later when Martha 
was to ride twenty-five miles through 
unbroken forest to get help from the 





2434 N. Kedzie Boulevard 





Rushing to Russians With the Gospel 


I have just visited Europe where I found great spiritual hunger for the Word 
of God. We must give the Gospel to the Russians, Ukrainians, and other 
Slavic-speaking people in Europe, South and North America now. Some 
doors are closing for Gospel work. We must redeem the time. Relief must 
be sent to suffering Christians in Europe. 
Alaska... Peter Deyneka. Pray and send your gift to 


SLAVIC GOSPEL ASSOCIATION 


(formerly Russian Gospél Association) 
Peter Deyneka, Genera! Director 


Dept. T Chicago 47, Illinois 


Write for free European report by Peter Deyneka 


We need more missionaries in 
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fort, help that arrived not a moment too 
soon, 

In between these two raids, adven- 
tures piled high on Moosehorn Moun- 
tain. First, there were visitors, Aunt 
Drusilla, her fat, colored maid, and her 
black cat, a trio that was to prove its 
worth most unexpectedly. Then came 
the night watch in the barn with a 
panther at the end of it. Next, learning 
that the Indians had been freshly an- 
gered by a dishonest white trader, the 
settlers resolved to establish a new post, 
Aunt Drusilla furnishing the means. 
But the money was stolen by one who 
determined to put the venture out of 
business. Meanwhile the little ones got 
themselves lost in the forest while Mar- 
tha was trapped in a cave by a land- 
slide. 

Still life was not all tragic. Old Scar- 
face, the mother bear, provides lighter 
moments when she tangles with a skunk 
and when colored Aunt Viney douses 
her with swill. Altogether it is a splen- 
did story, one giving all honor to the 
dauntless spirit of our country’s pioneers. 


His Name Was Jesus. By Mary Alice 
Jones, (Rand McNally & Co., Chicago 5; 
$2.50.) Beginning with the boy Jesus at 
the age of twelve, the reader follows 
Him on that memorable first journey 
to Jerusalem. An appealing picture is 
drawn of His young manhood in the 
carpenter’s shop, and then of His bap- 
tism. Then His life story is given, al- 
most every incident in the Gospels be- 
ing woven into an easy reading story of 
a great and good Man. This includes a 
rather free versjon of some parts of His 
great addresses, such as the Sermon on 
the, Mount and His parables. The dis- 
ciples are represented as truly ordinary 
men, self-seeking, puzzled, and bewil- 
dered, often misunderstanding their Mas- 
ter though they loved Him. Their genu- 
ine alarm and concern over the words 
and actions of the Lord Jesus that 
seemed unnecessarily to antagonize the 
rulers, is well pictured. It is a well told 
story of the human side of Jesus, but it 
is to be regretted that there is a serious 
lack. His deity is nowhere affirmed, He 
is called “Teacher” but never “Lord,” 
no actual miracles are recorded as such, 
and there is an entire omission of any 
suggestion that He was “the Lamb of 
God that taketh away the sin of the 
world.” The darkness at Calvary was 
only a “heavy storm,” and even the 
empty tomb is left an unsolved mystery. 


Duff, the Story of a Bear. By William 
Marshall Rush. (Longmans, Green & Co., 
Inc., New York 3; $2.25.) A most lik- 
able black bear was Duff. The story be- 
gins with his first spring awakening 
and journeys after food. Then sud- 
denly Duff saw Danny Boone. And such 
odors as were wafted from Danny’s 
home! Watching till the man had gone, 
Duff stole down to the cabin and ate 
his fill of honey, milk, butter, cheese, 
and everything good. What he didn't 
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eat he clawed, upset, broke, and 
wrecked. Then he traveled fast and 
far. Frem that time it wes hide and 


seek with Danny and Duff. Often the 
hunter almost got the hunted, and once 
Danny’s Uncle Web shot him in the hip 
so that, ever after, his left tracks did 
not jibe with his right. Uncle killed 
Duff’s younger brothers though, which 
Danny didn’t enjoy at all. They cried 
so and were so little. The bear had his 
revenge by scaring the men’s horses 
so that they broke tether and ran for 
miles. Then came Cara who became 
Duff’s mate. For her he fought and van- 
quished even the largest black bears. 
Then, one day, Uncle Web brought to 
hay a giant grizzly and all but lost his 
life in the battle. Duff watched the en- 
counter and cculd have finished his un- 
conscious enemy with one paw-swipe. 
Because of his forbearance, the men de- 
clared a truce to the game, so perhaps 
Duff is living yet. 


Little Feather and the Mystery Mine. 
By Bernard Palmer. ‘Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 75 cents.) 
If only Little Feather could remember 
where he had picked up those queer, 
heavy pebbles that Barry’s dad declared 
to be silver ore! Then, suddenly, the 
last in a train of events brought it to 
mind —the pebbles were in a cave, But 
a treasure hunt to the cave brought to 
light only three more of the stones, one 
considerably larger than the others. 
Barry of the Box Bar O Ranch, pounded 
this-stone till it cracked, revealing a map 
of the real treasure’s hiding place. So 


the hunt started all over again. But 
a couple of “tough guys” learned the 
secret and reached the new cave just 


after the boys were deep in its recesses. 
Thinking to uncover the silver, the men 
dynamited the cave’s mouth, an opera- 
tion that closed it completely. How 
Little Feather and his pals finally es- 
caped and actually discovered the treas- 


ure, concludes arother thriller for 
Juniors. As with all this series, the 
Indian boy both lives and talks the 
power of Christ—a witness so brave 
and clear that it gets results, 

Church School Chats for Primary 
Teaching. By Flora E. Breck, (W. A. 


Wilde Co., Boston 16; $1.50.) What can 
a Sunday schoo] superintendent do when 
there are not enough teachers for his 
classes? How shall he gain new pupils 
after prayer and labor on his part have 
failed? And is there any way in which 
children can work out, on week days, the 
behavior lessons they have’learned on 
Sundays? These and many more such 
questions are answered by Miss Breck in 
a manner practical and easy to follow. 
In fact, she lets the pupils themselves 
dramatize one answer—a simple pres- 
entation in which it was not necessary to 
memorize parts and where mothers made 
up the audience. One valuable chapter 
describes a dialogue between teacher 
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and pupil after the latter’s home had 
witnessed the death of a dearly loved 
member. Another shows how to teach 
the truth implied in the question, “Why 
doesn’t God give me all the things I 
pray for?” 

The book includes much on Primary 
singing and the need for teaching the 
church’s grand old hymns that stay by 
through life. Part three offers words 
and music of twenty-five best hymns for 
this purpose. There are also a number 
of verse selections for the school’s spe- 
cial days and to accompany various 
Bible teachings. 

w 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, January 28 


1. Christ Calls! 
(Isa, 6:1-8; Matt. 4:18-22) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HIS Sunday, January 28, begins what 

has come to be known as Christian 
Endeavor Week, which concludes next 
Sunday, February 4, with Christian En- 
deavor Day. It was on February 2, 1881, 
that the first Young People’s Society 
of Christian Endeavor was organized in 
the home of the Rev. Francis E. Clark, 
who was then pastor of the Williston 
Church, Portland, Maine. Dr. Clark, in 
“The Christian Endeavor Manual,” pub- 
lished first in 1903, said: 

“The further I travel, the more I see 
of societies in every land, the more I 
am convinced that these four principles 
are the essential and the only essential 
principles. of the Christian Endeavor 
Society. Let me repeat them: 

1. Confession of Christ 

2. Service for Christ 

3. Loyalty to Christ's church 

4. Fellowship with Christ’s people 
With these roots the Christian Endeavor 
tree will bear fruit in any soil. Cut 
away any of these roots in any clime, 
and the tree dies.” 

oye 

The topic and the Scripture portions 
chosen for this week’s meeting call par- 
ticular attention to the fact that God 
calls men to acknowledge Him, to fol- 
low Him, and to serve Him. Isaiah had 
a vision of the Lord and heard His voice 
saying, “Whom shall I send?” Peter and 
Andrew, and James and John, saw the 
Lord Jesus with their physical eyes and 
heard with their physical ears His call 
to them to follow Him. You and I have 
not that privilege, but we have, instead. 
God’s complete revelation of Himself 
as found in the inspired Word. As Peter 
reminds us, “We have not followed cun- 
ningly devised fables” (2 Pet. 1:16). On 
the contrary, “We have a more sure 
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How About an 


Is your own personal “treasury” getting low? 
Do you need extra cash for clothes, furniture, 
or a lot of little “extras”? Then here’s good 
news! Now you can make BIG MONEY in 
your spare time by an easy, proven way! 


Gelli Eriemdaitp 


GREETING CARDS 


You need no experience to make a fine extra 
income. Just show samples of these outstand- 
ing values in All-Occasion Greeting Card As- 
sortments to neighbors and other folks you 
know. Their quick 
easy orders will bring 
you sensational earn- 
ings . . . and lots of 
fun, too! 








MONEY-MAKERS! 
Premium Assort- 
ment offers 
TWENTY-ONE 
brand new, full size 
folders for Birth- 

¥ days, other events 
for just $1. No wonder it sells on sight! Pays 
you up to 100% cash profit, too! Other fast- 
sellers include DeLuxe, Metallics, Humorous, 
Gift Wraps, many more. Also Imprinted 
Scented Scripts, Personal Stationery, Notes. 


START EARNING RIGHT AWAY! 
Make big profits PLUS an EXTRA CASH 
BONUS for yourself, your club or organiza- 
tion. Send coupon for full 
details, Sample Assortments 
ON APPROVAL, Imprint 
Samples FREE! Act NOW! 
ee nem ewte =e i oe ee 
H FRIENDSHIP STUDIOS, INC. 
417 Adams St., Elmira, New York 


YES! | want to fill my personal “treasury”! Rush Sample 
Assortments ON APPROVAL and FREE imprint Samples. 
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Bethe! Children’s Home 
Box 619 - - Jackson, Kentucky 


A refuge for neglected boys and girls in the 
hills of Kentucky. 


Thoroughly Christian. A faith work. 
Literature furnished on request. 
PRAY FOR US 





Christian Printers 


Wanted in modern large Christian plant in Chicago— 
printers including linoty pe operators, compositors, 
stone men, Kelly and Miehle pressmen, bindery work- 
ers, either journeymen, two-thirders or apprentices. 
Non- -union shop, good wages, good working conditions 
with other,Christians, steady. Write Adv. No. 676, 
Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th Street, Phila. 5, Pa. 


iw FOLDING CHAIRS 


FOLDING pO or ET TABLES 








awl WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
i \ 
\ J.P. REDINGTON & CO. 


DEPT. G9 SCRANTON 2,PA. 











When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in the TIMEs. 


JOHN BROWN UNIVERSITY 


Brown Military Academy of the Ozarks 


Siloam Springs and Sulphur Springs, Ark. 
All Grades Through 4-Years College 


al R ;. d 








Cc. lieal let d H +5 





dogeces in numerous fields of Vocational 
Specialization. 


Dr. John E. Brown, Founder 
For full information, address: 


John E. Brown, Jr. - - - President 














Bible Institute 


Interdenominational, tuition-free 
training for every type of Christian 
service. Eight basic courses, includ- 
ing the new’ Missionary Technical 
course. Nearly 52,000 already 
trained. Write for free catalog. 
Address Admissions, Dept. 1222 


153 Institute Place . Chicago 10, lil. 


Shelton College 


Formerly The National Bible Institute 


offers a liberal arts education free from 
denominational bias and all entangling 
alliances with modernism. 





Mo dy 





Second semester begins January 22, 1951 
Write for catalog and register NOW. 


Shelton Qollege 


340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 
Veterans who have not already begun 
their training, must do so before next 
June (1951) or lose the G. I. benefits. 
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word of prophecy .. . knowing this first, 
that no prophecy of the scripture is of 
any private interpretation. For the 
prophecy came not in old time by the 
will of man: but holy men of God spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost” 
(2 Pet. 1:19-21). No believer in the Lord 
Jesus Christ can read the Scriptures 
without being conscious of the fact that 
God is calling him just as truly as He 
called Isaiah and the other prophets and 
as the Lord Jesus called His disciples. 
We are not all called to the same kind 
of work, but it is God’s plan that each 
one of us should follow Him and serve 
Him in the particular place He has de- 
signed and chosen for us (Eph. 2:10). 
ge 


While we are not called in the same 
manner or to the same work as were 
men of old, nevertheless we may learn 
important lessons from their calls. One 
important lesson from Isaiah’s call is the 
holiness and righteousness and majesty 
of God, and the utter unworthiness and 
sinfulness of man. The best of us at our 
best moments are so unfitted and un- 
equal to perform any service for God 
that we must, like Isaiah, cry out, “Woe 
I am undone.” 

we 

A second lesson, seen in the cleansing 
of Isai: h’s lips by the live coal taken 
from the heavenly altar, is that God is 
able to cleanse and fill us for His serv- 
ice, even though we are unworthy. The 
New Testament word to each of us is, 
“If any man sin, we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the right- 
eous: and he is the propitiation for our 
sins: and not for our’s only, but also 
for the sins of the whole world” (1 John 
2:1, 2), and, the admonition, “If we con- 
fess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
fergive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9) 

ye 

From the call of Peter and Andrew 
and James and John, we learn two addi- 
tional lessons. One is the Lord’s ability 
and willingness to make us what He 
wants us to be in His service (Matt. 4 
19): and the other is that, having heard 
His call and recognized His desire and 
plan for us, our part is to leave all and 
follow Him. Peter and Andrew left their 
nets, immediately (v. 20). James and 
John left their ship and their father 
immediately (v. 22). 

This does not mean necessarily that 
we must leave home and loved ones in 
order to follow Christ and serve Him 
It may mean this, if God calls us eventu- 
ally to full-time service in some distant 
land. But it does mean that we must 
at once be willing to leave our own se!’- 
efforts and our own plans. Often it 


is me! for 


means that, we shall have no further use 
for those companions with whom we 
sought to find satisfaction before. And 
it means that we shall turn to Christ, 
seeking His plans, the companions of His 
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choice, and the service that He has de- 
signed for us 
Have you heard His call, and have 
you responded? 
PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 

Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Les: ons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 
January 22 to 28 

Mon.—Mark 3:20-20. 
The Unpardonable Sin. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “He that shall 
blaspheme against the Holy Ghest hath 
never forgiveness.” Some in our Lord's 
day passed by their only chance of re- 
pentance and opportunity for salvation 
All who maliciously charge the Lord 
Jesus with being in league with the 
Devil are at the threshold of this unpar- 
donable offense against God ‘Matt. 12: 
22-32). All who sneer at Jesus are close 
to the sin that hath no forgiveness. Pray 
for more preaching about the miseries 

of the unconverted, 


Tues.—Mark 3:31-35. 
The More Important Kinship. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whoscever shall 
do the will of God, the same is my 
brother, and my sister, and mother.” 
Union with Christ is higher kinship 
than that of flesh and blood. And all 
who would follow Him must be ready, if 
need be, to part with the dearest of earth 
for fellowship with Himself. This test 
has come to multitudes who have left 
all to follow Him. To all half-hearted 
believers the Lord still says, “Follow 
me” (see Matt. 10:21, 22). Pray for cour- 
age to stand up for Jesus wherever you 
are. and whatever the cost, 


Wed.—Mark 4:1-9. 
The Parable of the Sower. 
PRAYER SucGEsTIONS: “Behold, there 
went out a sower to sow.” The Lord 
uced i!lustrations for imparting heavenly 
truth from the commonplace things of 
life. The sower symbolizes the preach- 
ers of the Gospel (of all of whom He 
was the first): and He makes “seed” a 
symbol of the Word of truth by which 
comes our hope of salvation. The Lord 
gives the “seed” for holy hands to scat- 
ter. Therefore we should pray for all 
ministers of Christ, that they may scatter 
the precious seed in Bood ground, and 
that it shall prosper under the blessing 
of God. Pray for the pastors in your 
community, 


Thurs.—Mark 4:10-70. 
A Parable Explained. 
PRAYER SuaGesTIoNs: “Unto you it is 
given to know the mystery of the king- 
dom of God.” Blessed are the eyes that 
are opened to see the hidden truth in 
the teaching of Christ. Without the 
Lord’s opening of our understanding we 
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shall be without ability to edify the peo- 
ple of God, and without knowledge nec- 
essary for leading sinners to Himself. 
God’s truth is revealed to those who love 
the truth, obey the truth, and walk in 
the truth. We must obey God to under- 
stand the truth of God. Pray for an 
“understanding heart” (lit. “A heart 
that hearkeneth”)., 


Fri.—Mark 4:26-29. 
The Parable of the Growing Grain. 
PRAYER SuGGcESTIONS: “So is the king- 
dom of God.” Our Lord uses growing 
seed to illustrate the growth of His 
Kingdom. As Milton has said: “Earth 
is but a shadow of heaven, and things 
therein are each to the other like, more 
than on earth is thought.” First the 
seed, then the ear, and then the full 
corn in the ear, and finally harvest. So 
is the consummation of God’s saving 
purpose. “He shall see of the travail 
of his soul and shall be satisfied” (Isa. 
53:11). Pray for a personal revival, 


Sat.—Mark 4:30-34. 
The Parable of the Mustard Seed. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The kingdom of 
God . ,. is like a grain of mustard seed.” 
It is true that, from a handful of dis- 
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ciples, ultimately in Heaven there will 
be a multitude whom no man can num- 
ber. So extensive is the Lord’s saving 
mercy that unccunted multitudes will 
be in Glory to the praise of the glory 
of His grace. But not all in the visible 
church will be there. -On earth the 
growth attracts many, like a tree in- 
vites many birds into its shelter; but 
this benefit of those who are but tran- 
sients is not permanent. Many want the 
good of the church who will never be a 
part of the Church. Pray for revivals in 
all Christian congregations, 


Sun.—John 17:1-8. 
Jesus Gives Eternal Life. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thou hast given 
him power over all flesh, that he should 
give eternal life to as many as thou hast 
given him.” Glory in the power of Christ 
over all; and be amazed at the preroga- 
tive of Christ in the matter of dispens- 
ing eternal life to the sons of men. His 
sovereignty in the matter of salvation is 
rarely if ever publicly preached in our 
time, yet our Lord declared it, and Paul 
tells us that “it is not of him that will- 
eth, nor of him that runneth, but of God 
that sheweth mercy.” All are shut up 
to Christ for salvation. Pray for more 
preaching of divine sovereignty in the 
matter of salvation. 
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and your club, too! 
Make extra cash quickly and surely! 
‘ou do is shew famous Midwest 

Greeting Cards for all oceasions...they sell 
themsetves! Luxurious Religious Every- 
day Assortment, gorgeous 21-card $1 Every- 
day Assortment, bring you m4 to $50, $100 or 
more in your spare time! Big profits, too, with new ented 
Stationery, Children’s Books, Gift Wraps and Gift Items. 
Exclusive Secret Pal, other items that sell fast. 


CASH FOR CLUBS, OTHER GROUPS! 
Members can raise money easily and enjoy- 
ably in spare time selling Midwest Greeting 
Cards. No experience needed. Also special 
home party pian. Samples onapprova!l. rite! 


MIDWEST CARD CO. 
1113 Washington Ave., Dept. F-50, St. Louls 1, Me. 











Help Us Evangelize Russians 
in U.S.A. and Canada 


The Slavic Gospel Association is 
trying to preach the Gospel of 
Christ to the Russians, Ukrainians, 
and other Slavic-speaking people in 
the U.S.A. and Canada. Thousands 
of D.P.’s have come from Europe 
who must be evangelized. Pray 
and help now. Send your gifts to the 


SLAVIC GOSPEL ASSOCIATION 


Peter Deyneka, General Director 
2434 N. Kedzie Bivd. Dept. TH Chicago 47, Illinois 
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Feb. Rev. Sidney E. Cox, 
4-10 evangelist and youth 


worker 
Rev. C. B. Nordland, 
Moody __ representative 


and Bible expositor 
Feb. Harold Mackay, Bible 
11-18 teacher and evangelist 
Feb. Rev. Henry Grube, Gos- 
19-25 pel Tabernacle, Mobile, 
Ala., and well - known 
speaker 


Sat., Feb. 24—Moody's newest 
film, “To Every Creature” 


Morning Bible studies 
Special music 


Sundays, 3:00 and 8:30 P.M, 
Weekdays, 7:30 P.M. 


Theatre Auditorium 
{in the Circle) 
Sebring, Florida 
Dept. S 410 




























At Moody, experience based on 65 years 
of training young people for Christian 
service is combined with a policy of planning to meet present- 
day needs. In education two unusual and exclusive courses— 
Missionary Technical and Jewish Missions—are offered. The 
constantly growing library now numbers 40,000 volumes. In 
gospel music the Institute is a recognized pioneer. In Christian 
radio \VMBI was the pioneer voice. And Moody has been the 
first and only producer of gospel-science films. 


The latest evidence of Moody’s planned expansion is the new 
women’s dormitory, made possible through special gifts 
designated for this purpose. The 10-story building, to be com- 
pleted this year, will also house a new bookstore and modern 
auditorium. 


Enroll at Moody, the pioneering school, and get the best in 
Bible training. .Vo tuition! Write for illustrated catalog. 
Dept. 216 


BIBLE INSTITUTE 


820 N. LASALLE STREET 
CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 


DR. WILLIAM CULBERTSON, president 
DR. S. MAXWELL CODER, dean 


“Old in years and experience 
new in facilities and outlook.” 


Houghton Hall, new women's dormitory 
being built through the gifts (designated for 
the building fund) of Christian friends. 
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